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Lynn Blue named interim vice provost
Blue to step in after the
passing of former vice
provost Bob Fletcher

News
Sibs and kids weekend
brought out thousands
of students and family
members to engage in a
variety of activities
A3

Thursday, February 3, 2005

By Alan Ingram
GVL News Editor
Grand Valley State University
Registrar Lynn Blue has been
named interim vice provost by
Provost Gayle Davis. She will
succeed Bob Fletcher, who died
near the end of December from
cancer.
Blue will act in both roles
until a permanent replacement
is named, she said.
Since she has been in her
current position for many years,
she said she is looking forward
to the challenge of the new
position.
“I guess I’m looking forward

to a little change of perspective
and challenges that the new job
would bring,” she said.
Her responsibilities as vice
provost will include overseeing
admissions, records, financial
aid,
registrations
and
information technology. She
will also work with Davis on
issues that Davis sees fit. Blue
said.
Blue worked with Fletcher for
25 years and said he would be
“a hard act to follow." She said
all of her knowledge about
admissions came from him.
”1 learned from him that there
are lots of ways to solve an
issue,” Blue said. “I learned
from him that there are always
lots of people around who’d
like to help you solve the
issues.”
She said it is hard to outline

“I guess it’s trying to fit in all
the conversations that you
need to have with the number
of people that you need to
have to get things done. I
think that is prooably the most
practically difficult thing to
do.”
- LYNN BLUE
GVSU Registrar

exactly what they learned from
each other, especially since
they worked closely for so
long.
“Mostly, our commitment and
his commitment is to the

students of the university,"
Blue said, “and so I guess I’ll
still travel on that road, because
it’s a pretty good road to be
oh.”
Blue, who joined the GVSU

community in Sept. 1968, said
she has always worked with
records,
registration
and
admissions.
“I came here as the lowest
rank of clerical employee in the
record’s office,” Blue said.
In the 1980s, records and
admissions were combinec,
which resulted in her becomirg
a
part
of
application
processing.
When the Student Services
Building opened in 1995, Blue
said her duties began to deal
more with the monetary needs
of the students as well since the
building provided a place for
students to not only deal with
admissions and registration, but
also with money.
“It’s always been in the area
SEE BLUE, A2

Laker Life

Dems
push for
wage
increase

GVSITs Ovemighter at
the Fieldhouse drew
, crowds numbering over
2,000
this
past
weekend
A4

By AJ Colley
GVL Assistant Editor

Features
The NCAA has called for
schools, coaches and
student-athletes
to
perform better in the
classroom
AIO

Operations stopping: lavasphere, located at the corner of 42nd Ave. and Pierce St., will serve its last customers tonight.
SPORTS
GVSU’s track and Field
teams
split
into
separate squads and
competed in meets at
* Notre
Dame
and
Kentucky
B2

javasphere shuts down
Javasphere owes the
university nearly
$11,000 in back rent and
property taxes
By Alan Ingram
GVL News Editor
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Javasphere will shut and
lock their doors for good
tonight because they owe the
university nearly $11,000.
Jim Bachmeier, associate
vice president of business and
finance, said Javasphere,
located on 42nd Ave., owes
GVSU
$9,000
rent
for
November, December and
January and $1,987 for
property taxes. Rent during
the school year is $3,000 per
month, but is “substantially
less” during the summer, he
said.
“I really want to go out of
my way to say. ‘No. we’re not
evicting him,’" Bachmeier
said. “On the other hand, we
wouldn’t be able to continue
the relationship indefinitely
either without some sort of
workout
_
strategic
workout."

Bachmeier said he originally
brought
the
issue
to
Javasphere
owner
Matt
Zomerlei’s attention about
three weeks ago. He added
that he tried to work it out
with Zomerlei to help him
catch up on the rent.
“Nothing would please me
more than for Javasphere to
finish out the academic year.”
Bachmeier said. “I just made
an offer to them if they’ll stay
until the end of the year, we
would reduce the rent.”
Zomerlei was contacted
twice regarding the situation,
but he declined to comment
both times.
Bachmeier said Zomerlei
worked hard to make the
business work, often working
himself instead of hiring many
employees.
“He is a wonderful guy,”
Bachmeier said. “He has a
great
rapport
with
his
customers, and he’s as hard
working as anybody I’ve
known.”
The university purchased the
property that Javasphere is
located on last fall. However.
Bachmeier said the rent did
not go up.
“Grand Valley purchased

that building subject to those soon.
land terms,” Bachmeier said.
The building will be put into
Rumors have circulated that the university food service
a Papa John’s Pizza would program. Bachmeier said, but
replace Javasphere. While added that he would “still
Bachmeier said he has heard expect it to carry its own
weight, but if it doesn’t, it
the rumor, nothing is official.
“I’d be the guy that would wouldn’t close.”
He added that he is trying to
sign it, and there are no
documents,” he said. A find something minimal that
can be put in the
representative
location for the
from
Papa
John’s
could
rest
of the
not be reached
academic year.
“Nothing would please
as
of press
“One
thing
time.
I'm absolutely
me more than for
committed to is
Bachmeier
Javasphere to Finish out
that we’ll open
said he does not
the academic year.”
want to be in
something
in
the fall that I
the
same
can
promise
position as last
will
still be
year
when JIM BACHMEIER
there in the
Afterwards
Cate
closed, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT spring,”
and
the OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE Bachmeier said.
He
said he
building
was |
would
rather
empty for a
year.
have
“My concern is that I’m Javasphere stay open, but now
going to be in that same knows that it will not happen.
“The guy works so hard for
position at least for the last
few months of this semester.” something.” Bachmeier said.
that we
he said. He added that a “I’mdisappointed
replacement concept is being couldn’t help him over the
developed and he hopes to top."
have it finalized sometime

Michigan
residents
working minimum wage
jobs could see an increase
in pay if House Democrats
get their way.
Democrats in Lansing
are
pushing
for
a
minimum wage increase
that
would
increase
Michigan’s
minimum
wage from $5.15 per hour
to $7.15 per hour.
The plan, proposed to
span two years, would
begin with a 50 cent
increase July 1. But,
Democrats are facing the
opposition
of
a
Republican
majority
Legislature.
“1
think
that
it’s
probably not a good time
to increase it,” said Rep.
Barb Vander Veen, RAllendale.
Cynthia Paul, Service
Employees International
Union Michigan State
Council
legislative
director,
said
she
“strongly” disagrees with
the idea that it’s not the
right time for a minimum
wage increase. Paul said
Michigan has a growing
number of working poor
people.
Paul’s group, SEIU, will
join Michigan’s AFL-CIO
in pushing to get the issue
on the 2006 ballot if it
does not pass through the
Legislature.
“This has to be done one
way or another.” said state
AFL-CIO president Mark
Gaffney during a news
conference announcing
the legislation.
With
a
Republican
majority state Legislature,
it is likely the plan will
have difficulty being
approved.
If SEIU and AFL-CIO
are forced to push for a
ballot
initiative,
the
groups would need to
collect 254,206 petition
signatures to get the issue
on the ballot in 2006.
SEE WAGE, A2

Blackboard slow, but being worked on
Blackboard could be up
and down while
engineers work to
determine what’s wrong
By AJ Colley
GVL Assistant Editor
It’s 1:50 p.m. on a Monday and
you have waited until the last second
to print off the notes for your opennotes test at 2 p.m. With minutes to
spare you dash into the nearest open
computer lab and double-click the
“Blackboard"
icon
on
the
computer’s desktop.
Most weeks, you would have
made it to class on time, notes in
hand.
This
week.
with
complications on Blackboard, you
may have been out of luck as the
system has been slow and. at times,
even down.
Michael Leahy, systems analyst in
academic computing, said they
believe the problems have been
resolved.

“As the database — the amount of
information that is stored on
Blackboard and the number of files
that are stored on Blackboard —
continues to grow, it periodically
needs to he re-tuned, reconfigured to
better accommodate that larger
size,” Leahy explained.
Usually, he said, they can see it
coming.
This time. Leahy said. Blackboard
wasn’t sure what was going wrong.
But. after the problem went to the
top of Blackboard support and then
passed on to Oracle Corp.,
Blackboard solved some issues
Tuesday night.
"The engineers from Blackboard
looked at the system and discovered
that some of the tables had grown
much larger and the method for
searching for information was no
longer adequate," Leahy explained.
There were no problems with the
system Wednesday. Leahy said,
“which indicates that the problems
they fixed last night [Tuesday] were
the real problems."
Leahy said Blackboard hadn’t

seen anything like the problem
GVSU was having before, hut that
after the changes the system can
now search faster and more
efficiently.
During the technical issues the
system experienced, Leahy said
they had to have some unplanned
outages to try to get Blackboard
hack up and running.
“The database administrator
noticed that the system wasn’t set up
to handle the number of files that we
had and so the server was turned off
so that it could be reconfigured and
then it was restarted,” he said.
Generally, Leahy said, when
possible planned outages occur at 3
a m. However, sometimes it is taken
down to do an emergency repair.
“It’s only in emergencies that we
do it during the day. or when the
system crashes and we have no
choice — it’s already down," Leahy
said.
With 1.797 sections of classes
using Blackboard this semester.
SEE BLACKBOARD, A2

MyOVSU
Blackboard H«p
Introduction to Bi»cMx>
Stiidoni kiformoBon
FocuMy information
‘“Vto**

«NrW*e|l«MMUMo §99%
NlM T»|* ■ » fe* 9# ov-*

VI *■

yy UM *******
ant m Ml

M

CVI Hh>Or»tton/ Iona SUufbtf*

Blackout: Blackboard experienced slowness and down time this week.
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BLUE
continued front page A1
of records and admissions
and then since ‘95 related to
the ... monetary issues of the
student,” Blue said.

Blue added that the hardest
part of the job would be
fitting all the meetings in
each day.
”1 guess it’s trying to fit in
all the conversations that you
need to have with the number

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

@Police beatQ

of people that you need to
have to get things done,” she
said. “1 think that is probably
the most practically difficult
thing to do.”

01/16/05 • 1/22/05
032-05: Possession of Marijuana, Pew Living Center. One cited. Warrant requested. Subject is a
student. Possession of Marijuana, Minor in Possession, same location. One cited. Warrant requested.
Subject is not a student. Minor in Possession, same location. Two cited, one is a student. Closed.
033-05: Possession of Marijuana with Intent to Deliver, Pew Living Center. One cited.
requested. Subject is a student. Closed.

OTTAWA CREEK APARTMENTS

034-05: Operating a Motor Vehicle without Security. N. Campus Dr./W. Campus Dr.
Warrant requested. Subject is not a student. Closed.

www.ottawacreek.com

Monthy Rent as low as

Warrant

One cited.

035-05: Larceny, Robinson Living Center. Victim reported stolen personal property. Report currently
under investigation. Open.

$177.50 PER PERSON

040-05: Minor in Possession, Kirkhof Center. One cited, subject is not a student. C losed.

bused on 4 person occupancy

042-05: Possession ot Marijuana, West B Living Center. Two cited. Warrants requested. Both subjects
are students. Closed.
045-05: Fraud. GVSU Campus. Victim reported unusual financial activity. Report currently under
investigation. Open.
046-05: Larceny, GVSU Campus. Report currently under investigation. Open.
049-05: Receiving and Concealing Stolen Property, Kistler Living Center. Three cited. Warrants
requested. Two subjects are students. Closed.
050-05: Minor in Possession. Copeland Living Center. Two cited, both are students. Closed.
053-05: Operating While Intoxicated, High Tree Apartments. One cited. Subject lodged at Ottawa
County Jail. Subject is not a student. Closed.

DSL and basic cable included!
•
•
*
*

Spacious 1 or 2 bedroom apartments
Central air
Coin-up laundry in each building
Just minutes away from GVSC/Allendale

•
*
*
*

054-05: Minor in Possession, Robinson Living Center. One cited, subject is not a student. Closed.

Walkout balcony
I)ish\vj»shcr
Large closet space
Basketball court

055-05: Failure to Report Property Damage Accident. W. Campus Dr./48lh Ave. Two cited. Warrants
requested. One subject is a student is a student. Closed.
056-05: Minor in Possession, Hills Living Center. One cited, subject is a student. Closed.

(616)453-9190 CALL NOW (616)677-5270

WAGE
continued from page A1

Reservations being accepted for next year!
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In the mean time. Democrats ;md
Republicans are debating the
necessity of the wage increase and
its effects on an already unstable
economy.
“We are trying to keep jobs and
create jobs and 1 think that this
would be a job killer.” Vander Veen
said. “It is a low wage but we have
to remember that it is a sLuting
wage — people go up from there."
Paul said she doesn't agree the
plan will cause job loss.
“That is untrue." Paul said. “It
definitely helps to stimulate the
economy ... you’re talking about
people who can’t afford to

19.271 students have used
Blacckboard at least once.
Leahy said the department
understands
how
vital
Blackboard is to GVSU and
apologized
for
any
inconvenience caused by the
system being down.
Blackboard has run into
similiar issues in the past, but all
were resolved.
In October 2(X)2. the server ran
out of disk space which “stopped
the server cold.” Leahy said. The
system was down for 45 minutes,
he added.
More recently, the university
has been juggling the addition of
registered student organizations
to Blackboard.
Jeff Arbogast, Office of Student
Life tech coordinator, helped
with the transition.
At first it was difficult.
Arbogast said, “but it’s gone well

[purchase| investments but with
the little extra money they do get.
they spend it right into the
economy.”
In addition to causing job loss.
Vander Veen said she thinks flu*
phui will cause more people to
have less or no healthcare.
“That’s the one area that
employers can cut.” she said.
With a majority of jobs in
Allendale paying minimum wage,
the plan could have a significant
impact in the ;u\*a if passed. Julie
Van Dyke. Allendale Chamber of
Commerce director, said.
“I think it would be a very
positive impact.." Van Dyke added.
Viui Dyke said she doesn't think
Allendale would lose jobs as a

result of a minimum wage
increase.
“People want to work close to
home and a lot of college students
live in Allendale, so it would only
help them." she said. “If they’re
going to earn more then they’re
hopefully going to spend more in
Allendale at our local businesses
and that would help us out in turn “
About 464.(XX) people in
Michigan could be affected if the
minimum wage increase is passed.
Democrats say.
Currently. Michigan's minimum
wage matches the federal standard.
However, at Grand Valley State
University the lowest wage for
student workers is $5.65 per hour.

after the first couple of months."
The main problem student
organization members have run
into is the organizations not
showing up on their Blackboard.
Arbogast said.
Because the Office of Student
Life is run seperately from other
university-related sites, some
students are registered with an email address separate from the
one known to the university. As a
result, e-mail addresses not
matching up are causing a mix up
in the system and some students
are not seeing their organizations
on Blackboard. So. even if they
iux* registered members of the
organization on the Office of
Student Life Web site, the
problem w ill continue until users
go into both sites to ensure e-mail

addresses are lining up.
Beyond the e-mail issue.
Arbogast said the transition to
Blackboard has been smooth.
“I know quite a few [student
organizations] have signed up.
I’m not sure how much they’ve
used it ... if some of their
members aren’t getting their
information I’m not sure how
much
they’re
using
BlackBoard." Arbogast said.
Arbogast also said there is an
effort in the works to require only
one login for the Office of
Student Life Web site and
university-related Web material.
"Once we get that people will
have a lot easier time getting
everybody on Blackboard and
not having any confusion.” he
said.
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DPS encourages bike lock use
from AP news wire

Iraqi Leader San
Thousands CouMnl Vote
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Iraq’s
interim president said Tuesday that
tens of thousands of people may
have been unable to vote in the
country’s historic weekend
election because some polling
places — including those in Sunni
Arab areas — ran out of ballots.
As clerks pounded vote-count
tallies into computers to compile
final results. President Ghazi alYawer also said chaos and a power
vacuum in Iraq mean U.S. forces
need to stay for now, even though
a new government will be formed
after the results are known.

Pope Nuspltallzed With
Breathing Problems
ROME (AP) — Pope John Paul
II was hospitalized urgently on
Tuesday after he suffered
inflammation of the throat and had
difficulty breathing, the Vatican
said. In a post-midnight statement,
Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Vails said it was decided
to urgently hospitalize the 84year-old pope at 10:50 p.m. after
he suffered complications from the
tlu.

Military Death Benefit
Called Toe Narrow
WASHINGTON (AP) Lawmakers and military officials
said Tuesday that President Bush's
proposal to boost government
payments to families of U.S.
troops killed in Iraq. Afghanistan
and other war zones was a good
start but too narrow. Republicans
suggested that those who die while
training for combat missions also
should be eligible for the
increased death benefits.
Democrats argued that the benefits
should extend to all military
personnel who die while on active
duty.

Mu Ghnlb Guard Pleads
Guilty In Musa
FORT HOOD. Texas (AP) - A
former Abu Ghraib guard pleaded
guilty Tuesday to battery and two
other charges in the Iraqi prison
abuse scandal as part of a deal
with prosecutors on the eve of his
trial. Sgt. Javal Davis, 27. also
pleaded guilty to dereliction of
duty and making a false official
statement to Army investigators
after photographs of naked and
abused prisoners became publiclast spring. Davis, from Roselle.
N.J.. will not be tried on two other
charges he had faced: conspiracy
and maltreating detainees.

BP: Videos Show
Guantanamo Prisoner
Abuse
SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico (AP)
— Videotapes of riot squads
subduing troublesome terror
suspects at the U.S. prison camp at
Guantanamo Bay show the guards
punching some detainees, tying
one to a gurney for questioning
and forcing a dozen to strip from
the waist down, according to a
secret report. One squad was all
female. traumatizing some Muslim
prisoners. Investigators from U.S.
Southern Command in Miami,
which oversees the camp in Cuba,
wrote the report that was obtained
by The Associated Press after
spending a little over a week in
June reviewing 20 of some 5(H)
hours of videotapes involving
“Immediate Reaction Forces.”

iNBTustBrderadln
Tsunamrinhy II'Cbm
KALMUNA1. Sri Lanka (AP)
— A judge’s ruling Wednesday
that a couple must undergo a DNA
test to prove they are the parents
of the tsunami survivor known as
"Baby 81" sparked chaos in a
hospital pediatric ward after a
surging crowd and the would-be
parents burst in and pleaded with
doctors to release the infant. The
distraught couple was arrested for
assault and criminal trespassing.
• Police said the pair assaulted
hospital workers. A judge later
released them on bail and ordered
them to appear in court on
Thursday.

Many bike thefts on
campus are preventable
if students take the
proper precautions
By Alan Ingram

GVL News Editor
Grand Valley State University
Department of Public Safety has
a piece of advice for students
who have bikes on campus: lock
them up.
Last semester, 27 bikes were
stolen from various locations
around campus, Capt. Brandon
DeFlaan, assistant director of the
Department of Public Safety,
said. Of them, 11 were
recovered.
“Larceny is the No. 1 reported
crime at our university,” DeHaan
said. “That’s not unlike any
university in the nation.”
Of the bikes stolen last
semester, DeHaan said 81
percent, or 22 of the 27, were
avoidable. In many cases, the
bikes simply weren’t locked up,
he said.
“That’s probably the most
important thing a person can do
is make sure they lock their

WASHINGTON (AP) President Bush was to challenge a
divided Congress on Wednesday
to take the political risk of
overhauling Social Security, the
government’s costliest social
program and a cherished
centerpiece of the New Deal.
Bush's plan envisions that benefits
promised to workers 55 and older
would remain unchanged. The
president’s message was spelled
out by White House and GOP
congressional officials in advance
of his prime-time address to a
joint session of Congress.

heavier
because
they’re
hardened steel, which makes
them harder to cut,” Bacon said,
“and they also tend to cost more
for that same reason.”
Kryptonite is known for
making some of the higher
quality bike locks, Bacon said
and added that he often
recommends them to his
customers.
The. quality of lock that Bacon
recommends depends on where
the bike will be locked up and
for how long. People needing a
lock simply to run into a store
for a few minutes may need one
kind, but people who leave their
bikes out for long periods of
time, like on a college campus,
may want to spend a little more
and buy a better lock, he said.
Price ranges for locks range
from $15 to $100, Bacon said,
depending on the quality of the
lock.
DeHaan said people should
consider spending the money to
buy a decent lock.
“It may be wise to spend more
money on the lock than on the
bike,” DeHaan said.
His advice for students is
simple: “Use the lock.”

□ Preventable
□ Not preventable
GVL Illustration/ A/ Colley

Lock 'em up: Eighty-one percent of bike thefts at GVSU are preventable.

Sibs & Kids Weekend a success
The variety of weekend
activities kept kids of all
ages entertained at
GVSU
By Jessica Russell

GVL Staff Writer
With a showing of between 7(X)
and 750 participants, Sibs & Kids
Weekend 2(X)5 was successful,
according to Ashley Wamement
of Spotlight Productions.
This year's events provided a
variety of ways for students,
faculty and staff of Grand Valley
State University and their families
to enjoy a weekend full of
activities and entertainment.
“Sibs & Kids was a great idea
that someone had and put into
effect and now it’s a campus
tradition that both shows off
GVSU and gives students a
weekend of fun activities that they
can share with their sibs, kids or
friends," said co-chairs of the
event Warnement and Erin
Vanmol. “It's an awesome way to
share your life at GVSU with
someone that is important to you "
The turnout was slightly higher
than last year, which had a turnout
of closer to 7(X).
“We’re working our way up,”
Wamement said. “Everything
seemed to run smoothly and
everyone I talked to had a great
time.”
Volunteers that came out for
Sibs & Kids Weekend included
members of Spotlight Productions
and between 30 and 35 volunteers
from several Greek organizations.
Friday night in the Kirkhof
Center offered an assortment of
activities to choose from. The
reptile exhibit Herps Alive,
balloon artist Louis Paul, pie in the
face of your sib. know your
sib/kid game, a murder mystery, a
juggling workshop, bingo, wax
hands and “Shark Tale” and
“Goonies" at the theater were just
some of the activities offered.
As evident by the long lines,
wax hands and Louis Paul seemed
to be among the favorite activities
this year.
“All of the events had a good
turnout,” Wamement said. It is in
the plans for next year’s events to
have two wax hands stations set
up to reduce the long lines at the
activity.

GVL / Kate Brown

Fun with family and friends: Laura Gras (top) a Senior majoring in Graphics
looks at the snakes friday
fridav night
nieht during
durine Sibs & Kids activities in kirkhof
Kirkhof with her
I
brother Aaron, an 8th grader at Zeeland Christian. Megan McConnell (right) a
freshman Education major makes a wax hand with her sister Molly a 7th grader
at Hope Middle School.
On Saturday morning, the
Residence Hall Association
offered a breakfast buffet with
cartoons being played in the
Kirkhof theater. There was also an
RHA carnival in the Kirkhof
Center
and
the
GVSU
Ovemighter in the Fieldhouse
with activities for people of all
ages. This year’s Ovemighter had
a variety of activities including an
inflatable boxing ring, bungeerun. laser tag and a fabric fastener
wall.
Matt Ruggeri, a sophomore at
GVSU. participated in the
festivities by bringing his friend
Dorian. 13, to stay at GVSU for
the weekend.
“It was a spur of the moment
thing for us.” Ruggeri said. “We
were mainly interested in doing
whatever we could to enjoy the

weekend. The Ovemighter with
all of the inflatables was our
favorite. Dorian really liked the
boxing ring.” Ruggeri plans on
taking part in Sibs & Kids
Weekend 2(X)6 with Dorian’s little
sister. "This was a good
opportunity to spend some time
with your siblings without beating
them up,” he said.
For next year’s Sibs & Kids
Weekend,
Wamement
said
Spotlight Productions plans to
create more activities to involve
older kids.
“There are more events aimed to
the younger kids that the older
ones don't want to participate in,”
she said. “Each year we see what
works and what doesn’t. We take
advice and get the opinions of the
people that went."

m

Children's Center gets accredited
GVSU childcare facility
becomes first in Ottawa
County to become
accredited
By Alan Ingram

BKbnhKh tor Social
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bike,” DeHaan said.
Students are encouraged to
bring a bike to campus, DeHaan
said, because of how convenient
it is to get around.
“They’re very useful to get
from point A to point B. but on
the other hand, lock that (bike]
up," DeHaan said.
DeHaan said he often talks to
parents at orientations and
advises them not to send their
child to school with the nicest
bike available. Many times,
students do not need the newest
and fastest bike to get around
campus, he said.
Instead, he suggests to parents
to go buy older, "ugly" bikes that
their child can use to get around
campus. However, just because
the student does not bring the
newest and best bike to campus
does not mean they should not
lock them up.
“Nobody steals the ugly bike,
but you want to make sure you
lock that ugly bike,” DeHaan
said.
Brad Bacon, manager of Alger
Schwinn Cycling & Fitness on
28th Street in Grand Rapids, said
the characteristics of a good lock
include weight and cost.
“Better quality locks are

GVL Nexos Editor
The National Association for
the Education of Young
Children recently accredited
Grand Valley State University’s
Children Center, making it the
first childcare center in Ottawa
County to receive the honor.
Each childcare center in the
state must be licensed in order
to operate, Sharalle Arnold,
assistant director of the
Children’s Center, said.
“What we did was. we went
above and beyond getting
licensed by the state of
Michigan," Arnold said. A
validator from NAEYC came to

the center and "basically sit
with a fine-toothed comb and
go from our cabinet drawers to
our paper drawers ... to
watching our teachers interact
with the children."
Accreditation shows the level
of care that the center is
providing since they have more
than just the basic requirements
to stay open, Arnold said.
NAEYC charged $650 to send
the validator in to evaluate the
center, Arnold said.
“It’s a nonrefundable cost, so
if they come out and they tell
you your program is crap,
you’ve lost the money,” she
said. She added, however, that
some of the fees are reimbursed
by Child Development Services
if the center receives the
accreditation. GVSU’s center
will receive $5(X) back.
MaryAnn Krause, director of
the Children’s Center, has
worked hard for years to

receive the honor, Arnold said.
anything appears out of place,
“It was a lot of hard work that Arnold said. The center would
finally paid off.” Krause, who still be licensed and would still
has been at the center for over be able to operate, but they
19 years, said. “I probably would not be accredited.
started the process three or four
Arnold said she feels the
times over the
accreditation
will make the
past nine years,
but found things
center
more
overwhelming
competitive
“I think it definitely ...
among
other
along with daily
responsibilities." shows a different level of centers.
competition that we re
“I think it
Krause added
definitely
that the guidance
ready to put out there.'’
shows
a
from
the
different level
NAEYC “will
of competition
assure quality
childcare on the SHARALLE ARNOLQ that we’re ready
to
put
out
GVSU campus”
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR.
there,” Arnold
and
that
CHILDREN’S CENTER
said.
accreditation
The
“benefits every
staff Children's Center has been in
child.
family
and
existence for over 25 years.
member.”
The center is open to random Arnold said. Currently, it sees
checks through 2009 and the approximately 50 children
validation can be taken away if throughout each day. Many are

i

children of GVSU students,
while others are of faculty and
staff.
Some
community
members also bring their
children to the center. Arnold
said.
The fee for students to take
their children to the center is
$2.80 per hour, and community
members pay $4.25 per hour.
She added that some parents
only use the center for the hour
or so they are in class, while
others use it as their primary
source of childcare.
“It’s a great honor, but it’s
also a great responsibility to
live up to,” Linda Bush,
curriculum director of the
Children’s Center, said.
Arnold added, “In the world
of early childhood education,
[this] is the most prestigious
honor you can get. Not every
center is able to get this.”
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Contest leads to donor registration among college students
University Challenge
strives to increase donor
registration through
competition
By Maribeth Holtz
GVL Laker Life Editor

CVL

Will Harrah

Gift of life: GVSU students Julie Koroly, Kate lones and Emily Williams lcx>k
at a pamphlet about organ donation and the National Donor Registry.

Today over 2,800 residents of
Michigan are waiting for a
kidney, heart, lung, liver or
pancreas transplant. In 2004,
150 Michigan residents died
while waiting for a transplant.
Numbers like these from
Michigan’s Gift of Life
organization led Kate Jones, a
senior health science major, to
step up and try to make a
difference.
Jones and several other Grand

Valley State University students,
some a part of the Health and
AIDS student organization, are
running a donor registration
drive at GVSU called University
Challenge. Started by Gift of
Life. University Challenge is a
contest in which 13 Michigan
colleges
and
universities
compete to sign up the most
students, by percentage, on
Michigan’s donor registration.
The contest runs from Jan. 17 to
Feb. 14.
Jones, who plans to enter
transplant surgery as a career,
plans to get the word out about
the competition through one-onone contact with students. She
said she is hopeful that by Feb.
14 GVSU will win the
competition.
To register, a GVSU student

would
go
to
http://www.giftoflifemichigan.or
g/RegistryCard.Asp?school=3
and fill out a simple registration
form and submit it.
Gift of Life tracks how many
people register for each school
and displays the percentage of
students, according to the size of
the school, who have registered
on the Web site.
By the end of the contest, the
college with the highest
percentage will win the traveling
trophy. As of print date. GVSU
had 0.39 percent of the student
body registered and was in l()th
place in the competition.
Jennifer Tislerics, special events
and partnerships coordinator of
Gift of Life, said University
Challenge began last year
between
Michigan
State

University and the University of
Michigan. A total of about 4,000
students signed up last year.
Michigan State won the
challenge with just over 2,(XM)
signed up.
Tislerics said the competition
was so popular and successful
last year that the competition is
now a main event for Gift of
Life. Tislerics said it’s important
to reach out to college students
because many want to help but
don’t know how.
"College students are very
enthusiastic, very altruistic, very
supportive of other peoples’
needs,’’ Tislerics said.
She said many people have
misconceptions about donor
SEE DONOR, A7

Overnighter draws 2,300
The promise of fun activities for all ages was a
major draw for students and guests

by

Matt Evenocheck
GVL Lanthom

About 2,300 people braved
the cold weather on Jan. 29
for the GVSU Overnighter,
held in conjunction with the
Sibs and Kids Weekend
activities. The event took
place in the Fieldhouse
between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m.
and was hosted by the
Learning to Integrate Fun
and
Education
student
organization.
There was a laundry list of
activities that students could
take part in. The main
activities were laid out in the
arena, including inflatable
games and a full-scale laser
tag dome, where some
waited in line for over an
hour. Students could fasten
themselves to a fabric wall,
box with oversized gloves in
a ring, joust or bungee run
among other activities.
Justin Daro. a fourthgrader, said his favorite
activity was the bungee run
because "you just fling back
and bounce all over the
place.” His older brother.
Sean,
an
eighth-grader,
agreed, saying, "It’s really
fun that you can get stuffed
on the way back. I love it.”
Also in the arena were local
bands that played music for
those who wanted to rock out
or to entertain those waiting
in line. The lineup consisted
of After Nine, Go Mordecai,
After
School
Special,
American
Accent
and
Middlefield. Ben Kirsch,
drummer for Go Mordecai
and a GVSU graduate, said
he was delighted with the
turnout.
"We were just happy to
play the show tonight,” he
said. "It was a good sized
venue for us. It has been the
biggest thing for us so far. So
we are very pleased that we
were asked if we could come

play.”
Upstairs, the fun continued
with free food including
pizza, subs, soda and snow
cones.
The
Residence
Housing Association also
sponsored an ice cream
social.
Students could win chips at
the casino and purchase
raffle tickets. Five chips
equaled one ticket. By
playing Blackjack, Roulette,
Slot machines and Beat the
Dealer, participants won
prizes like gift certificates to
restaurants, a DVD player or
a television.
Downstairs, disc jockey
Corey Hart, from 104.5
WSNX, cranked out Top 40
hits. There were basketball,
volleyball
and
euchre
tournaments, a music video
and funny photo maker, rock
climbing and table tennis
tables. Near the entrance, the
Campus Wellness Center set
up a massage chair for those
who wanted to relax. There
was also a coloring room and
a bubble-wrap room.
Kristi Mumbrue, a GVSU
junior and head of the
Overnighter, thought the
event went well this year.
“Everything
ran
very
smoothly with only minor
mishaps such as the cotton
candy fuse breaking, but we
were able to fix that
quickly,” she said. “The
Fieldhouse staff was always
around to help, making our
job even easier. It seems that
everyone left pretty happy,
despite the grumbles over not
winning the TV."
She added that people from
Eccentric, the company that
provided
the
inflatable
games, "were friendly and
accommodating."
Mumbrue said LIFE will
plan an event for next year,
citing the bubble wrap room
as one to look for again.
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Loads of fun: (top) lunior Mia Falconer and her cousin Christian
Lewis compete in the bungit*run.
(left) Brian McDonald, brother to GVSU junior Becky McDonald,
gets dizzy on a crazy ride.
(bottom) lunior Lindsay Blank (right) gets pummeled on the head by
her sister Mary during the Overnighter.

"Black in Time' event to allow
students to experience black history
Event to mix education
and entertainment,
allowing students to
experience history first
hand
Maribeth Holtz
GVL Laker Life Editor

by

Experiencing what it was
like to be cramped in a slave
ship of the 1600s, how it felt to
be a sharecropper and the
impact of the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s will be
just a portion of what students
will experience in Monday’s
program "Black In Time."
Sponsored by the student
organization
Positive
Influence, Black In Time will
have
important
scenes
throughout
black
history
reenacted for students. The
event will take place in
Kirkhof
Center’s
Pere
Marquette Room from 7-10
p.m.
"We’re going to try to make
it as real-life as possible.” said
Dominique Crosby, president
of Positive Influence.
She said she hopes students

will
leave
the
program
impacted by what they saw,
feeling the same emotions
people throughout history have
felt.
“I want them to walk out kind
of stunned." Crosby said. “I
want them to be enlightened
after they come out.”
The program will be set up
for participants to walk to each
scene throughout history.
About 40 people, who are
multicultural assistants and
volunteers
from
Positive
Influence. Student Senate and
the
Residence
Housing
Association, will perform the
scenes.
Marcus Fed, a member of
Positive Influence, said he
hopes the program will help
participants understand what
happened in African American
history beyond what can be
learned from history books.
"A lot of people don’t
understand it; a lot of people
don’t get the gist of what
happened." he said. “A lot of
Black people don’t know a lot
of events to get to where we
are today ... I hope people get
an idea of what happened, how
far we’ve come.”
Fed said visualization is

important to learning and
understanding.
By
participating in the event,
students will better understand
why people are sensitive to
certain issues and what African
Americans have gone through
throughout history. Fed said.
Crosby agreed, saying she
hopes the program will
educate all who attend. For
African
Americans
in
particular, she hopes the
program will help them
appreciate where they are
today as students at a public
university.
“You
can
more
fully
appreciate who you are today
if you know what your
ancestors went through,” she
said.
Positive
Influence,
an
organization that has been at
Grand Valley State University
for about three years, is a
minority-based organization
that provides educational and
social programs to students.
There are about 15 members in
the organization and they
strive to mix entertainment
with education “to promote
positivity and diversity on
campus,” according to its Web
site.

r

Black History Month Events
(Source: Office of Multicultural Affairs)
Feb. 3 - Professionals of Color Lecture Series
with Dr. Julia Hare. 5:30 p.m. Cook-Dewitt
Center.

Feb. 16 - African American Forum. 7 p.m.
Loosemore Auditorium, Pew Campus.

Feb. 5 - Gospel Explosion. 7 p.m. Cook-Dewitt
Center.
Feb. 6-13 - Black History Month Film Series
"Ray." Big Screen Theater, Kirkhof Center. Daily
10 a m., 2 p.m. 5 p.m., 10 p.m.
Feb. 7 - Black In Time. 7 p.m. Grand River
Room, 250 Kirkhof Center.

Feb. 17 - Soulfest. 8 p.m. Grand River Room,
250 Kirkhof Center.
Feb. 18 - Comedy Show. Time and location
TBD.
Feb. 19 - Showtime at the Apollo. 7 p.m.
Grand River Room, 250 Kirkhof Center. BSU
dance immediately following.

Feb. 9 - Shoshana Johnson. 9 p.m. Grand River
Room, 250 Kirkhof Center.

Feb. 20-27 - Black History Month Film Series
"Higher Learning." Big Screen Theater, Kirkhof
Center. Daily 10 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., 10 p.m.

Feb. 10 - Black Music, Black Power: The
Response of Jazz Musicians to the Civil Rights
Movement in the 1960s. 7 p.m. Loosemore
Auditorium, Pew Campus.

Feb. 22 - Black History Month Lecture Series,
The Black Wall Street: Portraits in American
Business. 12 p.m. Loosemore Auditorium, Pew
campus.

Feb. 10 - Dr. Kiron K. Skinner, 8 p.m Gerald
R. Ford Museum Auditorium.

Feb. 22 - Conversations on the Negro Baseball
Leagues. 7 p.m. Loosemore Auditorium, Pew
Campus.

Feb. 13-20 - Black History Month Film Series
"Soul Food." Big Screen Theater, Kirkhof
Center. Daily 10 a.m., 2 p.m, 5 p.m., 10 p.m.

i

Feb. 24 - 1001 Black Inventions. 7 p.m. CookDewitt Center.
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Networking is key in
an effective job search
Being proactive in
looking for a job will
bring success
By Maribeth Holtz
GVL Laker Life Editor
With the average length of a
job search for a new college
graduate lasting six to nine
months, it is best to start
searching and networking as
early as possible, said Susan
Simmerman, associate director
for Career Services at Grand
Valley State University.
Simmerman spoke to about
25 students on Jan. 27 in a
seminar called "The ABCs of a
Successful Job Search,” giving
students who have majors in
the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences strategies for an
effective job searching.
"It’s not too early to start
looking for a job,” Simmerman
said. “The hiring process takes
time, so don’t put off your job
search.”
Simmerman said networking
and building relationships with
people is the best way to get a

job. She said 80 percent of
people who find jobs found
them through either direct
contact with the employer or
networking, which is building
relationships with people so
they will refer you to the
employer.
Strategies for networking
include presenting yourself
professionally, confidently,
with a positive attitude and
showing that you’ve done
research
in
that
field,
Simmerman said.
People to include in your
network are GVSU alumni,
past supervisors and co
workers,
friends, faculty,
neighbors, relatives, church
members and professionals
including doctors, dentists and
hair stylists. She said having
conversations
with
these
people about what kind of job
you’re looking for could
eventually lead you to a job
because they could know
someone else to refer you to.
"The key thing is letting
people know what you’re
looking for and asking them,”
Simmerman said.
She also said while speaking
with
employers
and

professionals, it is a good idea
to ask for advice in the job
search or in the professional
field in general. Most of the
time,
professionals
are
flattered when new college
graduates ask for advice and
will help them and give them
names of others that they could
talk to about a job.
Simmerman
said
this
seminar was targeted to
students in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences
because often they choose
their major based on subjects
they are interested in without a
particular job in mind. Then,
when they graduate, they don’t
know what they can do with
their degree.
Simmerman said students
have a lot of misconceptions
when it comes to a job search.
They often don’t realize how
difficult a job search is and
that they think they can find a
job without having a particular
job in mind, she said. This
makes them reactive, looking
for jobs in the classifieds and
on the Internet, rather than
proactive, searching for jobs
they’d like to have and
networking, she said.

Being proactive is key in job
searching.
According
to
"College Grad Job Hunter,” by
Brian Krueger, only 20 percent
of all jobs available are ever
posted on the Internet or in
classified
advertisements.
Therefore, most jobs can be
found by knowing what to look
for and by searching it out
through networking.
Simmerman also spoke about
not giving up on the job search
and being professional about
it. She suggested maintaining a
dependable phone number, a
professional e-mail address, a
professional greeting on an
answering machine and asking
roommates to help by being
reliable in taking messages
from employers.
"You’ve put a lot of time,
effort and money into your
college degree,” Simmerman
said. "Plan to put that much
effort or more into your job
search.”
This seminar was the first
part of a series put on by
Career Services during the
winter semester. The seminars
focus on helping students take
the first step into preparing for
what to do after graduation.

Workshops not widely attended, but 'useful'
Peer educators offer
workshops to any
number of students in
attendance
By AJ Colley
GVL Assistant Editor
No students showed up for the
most recent Power Learning
workshop
by
the
Peer
Education Program, but Brian
Fisher, student worker for
Counseling
and
Career
Development
said
the
workshops aren’t about turnout.
Although Fisher said he
doesn’t know why the number
of student participants hasn’t
been higher, he said because it
is the first year for the
workshops, the peer educators
have been happy with the
turnout.

"If it’s even useful for just one
or two people, then we consider
that to be a success,” Fisher
said.
The most recent session was
How to Talk So Your Professor
Will Listen, a topic Fisher said
was chosen after researching
topics online.
"When we created it we kind
of felt that a lot of students,
especially incoming freshmen,
were kind of apprehensive
about
talking
to
their
professor,” Fisher said. “I know
a lot of the times professors
seem unapproachable and the
task of knocking on their door
and disturbing them seems
daunting to students, but it’s
really not. and it’s really the
professor’s job to be there.”
Fisher said it is easier for
students to approach their
professors during office hours if
they have questions prepared
beforehand.

Fisher, a peer educator last
year, said he and his supervisor
determined
which
issues
students needed assistance with
in order to determine workshop
topics.
While about three to four
students
attended
each
workshop last semester, Fisher
said there has been less
marketing for the programs this
semester.
This semester’s workshop
topics are the same as last
semester’s. Fisher said the
program directors decided to
keep the workshops the same
this semester so interested
students who had time conflicts
last semester could attend.
Other
workshop
topics
include:
• Study smarter, not harder
• Exam cram
• Tips for test taking
• Overcoming test anxiety

Campus View
Apartments & Townhomes

•
•
•
•
•
on

Mastering your memory
Studying with ADHD
Ten traps of studying
Where does time go?
Notetaking: Your memory
paper

Workshops are held Mondays
at 11 a.m. and Thursdays at 4
p.m.
Fisher said students tend to
come to the workshops more at
crunch-time, toward the end of
the semester when they get
nervous about pulling their
grades up and taking final
exams.
Whether or not the workshops
continue in the future will
depend on whether peer
educators, the students who put
on the workshops, are interested
in continuing, Fisher said. He
added that they also evaluate
workshops based on student
response.

THE SALVATION ARMY
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u.s. troops advised to stay
“It’s only complete nonsense
Iraqi president says I.S.
to ask the troops to leave in this
troops should stay;
chaos and this vacuum of
power,” al-Yawer. a Sunni Arab,
election workers begin
said.
final tally of historic vote
He said foreign troops should
leave only after Iraq’s security
forces are built up, the country’s
security situation has improved
and some pockets of terrorists
are eliminated.
“By the end of this year, we
could see the number of foreign

By Mariam Fam
Associated Press
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) Iraq’s president said Tuesday it
would be “complete nonsense”
to ask foreign troops to leave the
country now, although some
could depart by year’s end.
Officials began the final vote
tally from elections to produce a
government to confront the
insurgency.
Despite scattered clashes in
rebel areas across the country,
Iraq reopened its borders
Tuesday and commercial flights
took
off
from
Baghdad
International
Airport
as
authorities
eased
security
restrictions imposed to protect
last weekend’s landmark voting.
In Baghdad, about 2(X) election
workers Tuesday began the
second — and possibly final —
stage of the count. They
reviewed tally sheets prepared
by workers who counted ballots
starting Sunday night at the
5,200 polling centers across the
country and began crunching the
numbers into 80 computer
terminals. Officials said no
figures were expected to be
released Tuesday.
The ballots themselves have
also been sent to Baghdad, but
will not be recounted unless
there
are
challenges
or
discrepancies in the tally sheets,
officials said.
Sunday's election, which
occurred without catastrophic
rebel attacks, raised hopes that a
new Iraqi government would be
able
to
assume
greater
responsibility for security,
hastening the day when the
170,000 U.S. and other foreign
troops can go home.
During a news conference.
President Ghazi al-Yawer was
asked whether the presence of
foreign troops might be fueling
the Sunni Arab revolt by
encouraging rebel attacks.

troops decreasing,” al-Yawer
said.
Al-Yawer had been a strong
critic of some aspects of the U.S.
military’s performance in Iraq,
including the three-week Marine
siege of the Sunni rebel city of
Fallujah in April.
Al-Yawer helped negotiate an
end to that siege. But the city fell
into the hands of insurgents and
religious zealots, forcing the
Marines to recapture Fallujah

last November in some of the
heaviest urban combat for
American forces since the
Vietnam war.
"There were some mistakes”
in the occupation "but to be fair
... I think all in all it was
positive, the contribution of the
foreign forces in Iraq," al-Yawer
said. "It was worth it.”
Later
Tuesday,
Defense
Minister Hazem Shaalan said
Iraq would only ask U.S. and

other forces to leave when the
country’s own troops were
capable of taking on insurgents.
"We don’t want to have
foreign troops in our country, but
at the same time we believe that
these forces should stay for
some time until we are able to
control the borders and establish
a new modern army and we have
efficient intelligence," Shaalan
told reporters. "At that time ...
we’ll ask them to leave."

AP
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Meanwhile, a Web site posted
a photograph of what it claimed
was a kidnapped U.S. soldier,
but doubts were quickly raised
about its authenticity and the
U.S. military said no soldiers
were missing.
Liam Cusack, of the toy
manufacturer Dragon Models
USA. inc., said the image of the
soldier portrayed in the photo
bore a striking resemblance to
the African-American version of
its "Cody" action figure.
“It is our doll ... to me it
definitely looks like it is."
Cusack told The Associated
Press. “Everything the guy is
wearing is exactly what comes
with our figure."
He said the figures were
ordered by the U.S. military in
Kuwait for sale in their bases,
“so they would have been in
region.”
The statement appeared on a
Web site often used for posting
statements from militants, some
of which have proven authentic
in the past, and was in the name
of a group that has claimed
previous
kidnappings,
the
Mujahedeen Brigades.
The Arabic text, however,
contained several misspellings
and repetitions.
Staff Sgt. Nick Minecci of the
U.S. military’s press office in
Baghdad said “no units have
reported anyone missing."
Nearly 200 foreigners have
been abducted in Iraq in a wave
of kidnappings this year. At least
10 hostages, including three
American civilians, remain in
the hands of their kidnappers,
and at least 35 foreign hostages
have been killed, including three
Americans.
The only American soldier
known to have been taken
hostage is Pfc. Keith M. Maupin.
20. of Batavia. Ohio, who was
shown in a video in April being
held by militants. Another video
aired in June showed what
purported to be Maupin's
slaying, but the picture was too
unclear to confirm it was him
and the military still lists him as

Renewed hope: Iraqis celebrate on the street in Najaf, some 160 kilometers (100 milt's) south ot Baghdad Tuesday. The Sunday ballot, whic h occurred without
catastrophic rebel attacks, raised hopes that a new Iraqi government would be able to assume greater responsibility tor security, hastening the day when the 170,000
U.S. ana other foreign troops can go home.

SEE TROOPS. A7

Videos show Guantanamo prisoner abuse
Although the report cited
several cases of physical force,
reviewers said they found no
evidence of systemic detainee
abuse, according to the six-page
summary dated June 19. 2004. An
official familiar with the report
authenticated it, speaking to AP
on condition of anonymity. AP
also reviewed an unclassified log
of the videotape footage.
The tapes raised questions
about
mistreatment
and
misconduct, however, said the
investigators, who suggested
some clips needed more scrutiny
to rule out abuse. The military has
cited 10 substantiated cases of
abuse at Guantanamo, and
announced Tuesday an extension
would be granted for an
investigation to interview of
witnesses in the United States and
abroad.
One such clip the investigators
flagged was from Feb. 17. 2(X)4.
It showed "one or more” team
members punching a detainee "on
an area of his body that seemingly
would be inconsistent with
striking a pressure point." which
is a sanctioned tactic for subduing
prisoners.

By Paisley Dodds
Associated Press
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)
— Videotapes of riot squads
subduing troublesome terror
suspects at the U.S. prison camp
at Guantanamo Bay show the
guards punching some detainees,
tying one to a gurney for
questioning and forcing a dozen
to strip from the waist down,
according to a secret report. One
squad
was
all-female,
traumatizing some
Muslim
prisoners.
Investigators
from
U.S.
Southern Command in Miami,
which oversees the camp in Cuba,
wrote the report that was obtained
by The Associated Press after
spending a little over a week in
June reviewing 20 hours of
videotapes involving "Immediate
Reaction Forces."
The camp’s layout prevented
videotaping in all the cells where
the five-person teams — also
known as "Immediate Response
Forces" — operated, the report
said. Reviewers said they did not
look at all of the available
videotapes.

In five other clips showing stripped from the waist down and
detainees who appeared to have taken to the “Romeo block." of
been punched by team members, the camp. No female guards were
the investigators said: “The involved, they said.
Romeo block is a camp section
punching was in line with
accepted
law
enforcement where prisoners were often left
practice of striking the pressure naked for days, according to two
point on the back of the thigh to former detainees. Britons Shafiq
Rasul and Asif
temporarily
Iqbal, who were
distract
the
released last year.
detainee.”
Although no
In
other
“The obvious problem
"questionable"
with our armed forces is female guards
were videotaped
cases, reviewers
in any of the
said a video their inability to comply
with international law.’
stripping cases,
showed a guard
investigators
kneeing
a
cautioned
the
detainee in the
U.S. government
head.
while
ARSALAN T.
about using the
another showed a
all-female team
team securing a
IFTIKHAR
to
handle
detainee to a
Legal Director. Council on disruptive
gurney for an
American-lslamic Relations detainees, citing
interrogation.
religious
and
A separate clip
cultural issues.
captured
a
platoon leader taunting a detainee Many of the prisoners are Muslim
and
under
strict
with pepper spray and repeatedly men
spraying him before letting the interpretations of Islam view
reaction team enter the cell, contact with other women other
than their wives as taboo.
reviewers wrote.
"Several detainees express
Investigators also noted about a
dozen cases where detainees were displeasure about female MPs

either escorting them, or touching
them as members of an IRF
team." the report says. "Because
some have questioned our
sensitivity to the detainees’
religion and culture, we believe
that talking points are appropriate
to address incorporation of female
soldiers into the guard force."
In one video clip of the reaction
teams, the memo says. "A
detainee appears to be genuinely
traumatized by a female escort
securing the detainee’s leg irons.
In another video, inexplicably an
all-female IRF team forcibly
extracts a detainee from his cell."
While stating that female tnxips
have a right to serve as equals
alongside their male counterparts,
investigators warned the all
female team could create the
perception that the gender of the
squad
was
taken
into
consideration for the Muslim
population.
"By forming an all-female IRF
team for use with one detainee we
potentially undercut our position
that we do not distinguish
between male and female
soldiers. Clearly, the soldiers’
gender did play a role in forming

the all-female IRF team.” the
memo says.
The memo suggests that
military “personnel showing the
IRF videos outside of (Defense
Department) channels should be
prepared with talking points to
refute or diminish the charge that
we use women (against) the
detainees’ culture or religion."
The U.S. military wouldn't
comment on whether there's a
specific strategy involved in using
an all-female response force but
said female guards — w ho serve
on mixed reaction teams as well
— comprise about 20 pereenl of
the guard force.
"As a matter of policy, we do
not discuss specific Immediate
Response Force composition or
methods, but they are consistent
with those used in the corrections
profession and are always c;uried
out with the security and safety of
detainees and troopers in mind,"
said Lt. Col. James Marshall, a
spokesman at U.S. Southern
Command.
Navy Cmdr. Robert Mulac, a
former
spokesman
at
SEE PRISONERS, A7

Viagra, others covered by Medicare
treat erectile dysfunction. Viagra will drain resources
Viagra might also prove useful from medication for more
in treating enlarged hearts that severe conditions,” Schatz said.
Karr said no analysis has
can result from high blood
been done on the cost of
pressure.
Some conservatives and covering prescriptions for
sexual
public
performance
watchdogs say
drugs.
Medicare
Conservatives
coverage
of
“Members of Congress,
say the law puts
sexual
frankly, are not competent Congress, and
performance
not doctors, in
drugs
could to make these decisions.
the position of
bankrupt
the
Micromanagement will
deciding which
program.
institutionalize
drugs should be
“Asking
incompetence.”
covered
—
Uncle Sam to
precisely
the
pay
for the
kind of bigromance of 76
government role
million
baby
majority
boomers
will ROBERT E. MOFFIT that
Republicans and
quicken
the
HEALTH CARE ANALYST
Bush
impending
campaigned
collapse
of
against.
Medicare.” said
“You cannot have a universal
Tom Schatz, president of a
taxpayer watchdog group. entitlement like this without
Citizens Against Government extreme micromanagement.”
said Robert E. Moffit. a health
Waste.
“These bureaucrats defend care analyst at the Heritage
the
additional
drugs
as Foundation.
“Members of Congress,
‘lifestyle-improving’ instead of
‘just lifesaving.’ but tax-funded frankly, are not competent to

By Lauria Kellman
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) Sexual performance drugs such
as Viagra will be covered in
Medicare’s new prescription
drug program, a lifestyle rather
than lifesaving benefit that
conservatives and watchdog
groups say the government
shouldn't provide.
Like those for maladies such
as high blood pressure and
heart disease, prescriptions for
Viagra and similar drugs in its
class will be tightly controlled.
The new prescription coverage
begins Jan. 1 and is expected to
cost more than $500 billion
over the next decade.
“The law says if it’s an FDAapproved drug and it is
medically necessary, it has to
be covered,” said Gary Karr,
spokesman for the Centers for
Medicare
and
Medicaid
Services, which administers the
health insurance program for
older Americans.
Pfizer’s Viagra, Bayer’s
Levitra and Eli Lilly & Co.’s
Cialis are used primarily to

f>
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make these decisions,” Moffit
added. “Micromanagement will
institutionalize incompetence."
On Capitol Hill Tuesday, talk
turned to what types of drugs
are covered by the new law.
“We’re going to have to take
another look at this whole drug
benefit." said Sen. Judd Gregg.
R-N.H.. the new chairman of
the Senate Budget Committee.
Since it was approved by the
FDA in 1998. about 16 million
men
have
tried
Viagra,
according to Pfizer.
President Bush two years ago
signed into law the voluntary
drug benefit, which is expected
to cover the drug expenses of
11 million low-income older
and disabled people. The
government
contends
the
program also could cut drug
costs in half for most seniors.
Medicare issued final rules
last month for the prescription
program, and low-income
people will begin registering
for it in June. Other recipients
are to sign up in November.
The Los Angeles Times first
reported Medicare’s coverage
of sexual performance drugs.
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Former President Clinton to
spearhead tsunami relief efforts
By Edith M. Lederer
Associated Press
UNITED NATIONS (AP) U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan
selected
former
President Clinton on Tuesday
to be the U.N. point man for
tsunami reconstruction, saying
no one could better ensure that
the world doesn’t forget the
needs
of the
countries
devastated by the Dec. 26
disaster.
Clinton said in a statement
that he looked forward to
serving as Annan’s special
envoy starting next month.
Soon after the disaster,
President Bush named Clinton
and his father, President
George H.W. Bush, to head a
nationwide private
fund
raising effort to help the 11
countries affected by the
tsunamis. The disaster killed
more than 157,000 people and

DONOR
continued from page A4
registry. One is that people
think signing the back of a
driver’s license is enough to
register.
In reality, Tislerics said often
the driver’s license is not
checked for this information at
the time of death. Hospitals are
required to call Gift of Life to
determine if the person was a
registered donor.
Tislerics said all major
religions support donation or
support an individual’s decision
to be a donor.
Tislerics said that being a
donor is like giving a gift to the
rest of a family because it brings
something positive to the
negativity of death.
Jones, who became interested

TROOPS
continued from page A6
missing.
In the latest violence, clashes
broke out early Tuesday in the
eastern Mosul neighborhood of
Nablus between insurgents and
Iraqi National Guards, officials
said. One person was killed
and another injured. A roadside
bomb killed four Iraqi National
Guardsmen in the northwest of
the city. Lt. Khalil Rashid said.
Two policemen were killed
when a bomb they were trying
to defuse exploded on a street
in the Kurdish-run city of Irbil.
U.S. troops clashed with
insurgents Tuesday near the
main market in Qaim near the
Syrian border, sending crowds
fleeing, witnesses said. There
was no report of casualties.
With the election complete
and the ballots safely in
Baghdad, Iraqi authorities
eased the severe security
measures that had been put in
place to protect the voters and
polling centers. The hours of
nighttime curfew were eased,
now covering 11 p.m. to 5 a.m.
Royal Jordanian Airlines and
Iraqi Airways resumed flights
to and from Baghdad. Cars,

PRISONERS
continued from page A6
Guantanamo, reported last
year that Guantanamo had
surrendered 500 hours of
videos
to
investigators.
Southern
Command
spokesman
Col.
David
McWilliams disputed
the
number
on
Tuesday.
McWilliams said he couldn't
provide a specific figure
because investigations were
pending and the information
was classified.
Prisoners released from
Guantanamo have accused the
extraction teams of abuse and
one former U.S. National
Guardsmen received brain
damage
after
posing
undercover as a rowdy detainee
and
being
beaten
by
teammates.
“The obvious problem with
our armed forces is their
inability to comply with
international law,” said Arsalan
T. Iftikhar, national legal
director for the Washington,
D.C.-based
Council
on
American-Islamic Relations.

displaced millions of others.
conflicts with rebels in
Clinton said he will continue Indonesia’s Aceh province
to focus on his work with who have been fighting for
Bush “to urge people to independence since 1976 and
contribute to this cause, and Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka who
the two of us hope to visit the have been fighting for a
region together later this separate homeland since 1983.
month.”
“The
U.N.
secretaryspokesman Fred
general
is
Eckhard
said
confident that
“[Annan] believes that
Annan wanted
President
to appoint a no one could possibly be Clinton
will
better qualified for this
special envoy
bring energy,
task.”
not only
to
dynamism and
focus on the
focus to the task
cleanup
and
of
sustaining
reconstruction
world interest
but
to
help UNITED NATIONS in the
vital
resolve
recovery
and
STATEMENT
conflicts with
reconstruction
rebels in the
phase following
two worst-hit
the
tsunami
countries — Indonesia and Sri disaster,” a U.N. statement
Lanka.
said. “He believes that no one
This would give Clinton a could possibly be better
chance to use his political qualified for this task.”
skills to tackle longstanding
in Gift of Life by writing a
research paper on the ethics of
organ donation, said many
people think doctors will not
work as hard to save the lives of
people who are organ donors.
“It is a total myth,” Jones said.
She said by law, the
emergency team and the
transplant team work separately.
Jones said only good can come
out of being a donor.
She also said becoming a
registered donor helps to inform
one’s family about one’s wishes,
which often saves time when a
family needs to decide whether
or not to donate at the time of
death.
“That saves precious time
because after death, organs have
to be harvested right away,”
Jones said.
She said because many people

have misconceptions about
organ donation, they do not join
the registry. Therefore, she said,
there is a strong need for people
to learn more about donation.
"People have good intentions
but they don’t go through the
process of signing up to become
an organ donor,” Jones said.
She said education is key for
getting people to register for
organ donation. This is why
Jones and other students are
hoping to reach students one by
one to answer questions about
donor registration.
With competition among
colleges as the selling point,
Jones hopes to register enough
GVSU students to win the
competition and to make an
impact on the statistics for
people waiting for an organ
transplant.

trucks and buses began
crossing the border between
Iraq and Syria at Tanaf. A fivemile line of trucks loaded with
goods was waiting on the
Syrian side to cross.
However,
the
Yarubiya
crossing point which leads to
the northern Iraqi city of Mosul
remained closed.
Security
measures
for
Sunday’s vote, including a ban
on most private vehicles, were
credited with preventing rebels
from pulling off catastrophic
attacks, although more than 40
people were killed in about 100
attacks on or near polling
stations.
A statement posted on the
Web on Monday and attributed
to an
al-Qaida
affiliate
dismissed
the
vote
as
“theatrics” and promised to
continue waging “holy war”
against the Americans and their
Iraqi allies.
A Shiite clerical-backed
alliance was expected to win
the most number of seats in the
275-member
National
Assembly created in the
election. But the alliance is not
expected to win the two-thirds
majority required to name a
prime minister without support

from other parties.
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi’s
ticket was expected to finish
second
among
the
111
candidate lists.
Officials have not released
turnout figures, although it
appeared that many Sunni
Arabs stayed away from the
polls, either out of fear of
insurgent
reprisals
or
opposition to an election under
U.S. occupation.
That has raised concern about
further alienation among the
country’s Sunni Arabs, who
form about 20 percent of Iraq’s
26 million people but whose
role
in
the
country’s
educational, technical and
intellectual elite is much
greater.
In the south, U.S. troops
opened fire Monday on
detainees rioting at the Camp
Bucca prison facility, killing
four prisoners, the U.S.
command said. The unrest
broke out Monday during a
search for contraband and
quickly spread. Detainees
hurled rocks and fashioned
crude weapons from materials
in their quarters, the statement
said.

“Many of us thought that the
Abu Ghraib scandal in Iraq was
going to shake us into
awakening but it seems like the
things we keep learning about
Guantanamo indicate there
was, in fact, systematic abuse.”
Joe Navarro, a former FBI
interrogator who has taught
questioning methods and is
familiar with Guantanamo,
said treating prisoners poorly
makes them more stubborn and
unwilling to talk.
“The military has been
cavalier in their attitudes
toward these individuals to the
point that it has been
detrimental to the overall
mission,” Navarro told AP.
The American Civil Liberties
Union has filed a Freedom of
Information Act request asking
for all photographs and
videotapes
depicting
the
treatment of the detainees.
Although a court ordered the
government to comply with the
ACLU request and turn over
documents — thousands of
which the ACLU has received
— the government has refused
to provide videos, citing

privacy concerns, said Jameel
Jaffer, an ACLU attorney.
Although the extraction team
actions
are
videotaped,
interrogations with detainees
aren’t.
The use of female guards and
interrogators
has
created
controversy.
A former Army linguist who
served at Guantanamo as an
Arabic
translator
from
December 2002 to June 2003
wrote in a draft manuscript that
female interrogators tried to
break Muslim detainees by
sexual touching, wearing a
miniskirt and thong underwear
and in one case smearing a
Saudi man’s face with fake
menstrual blood. The draft
written by former Army Sgt.
Erik R. Saar was obtained by
AP. which reported on its
contents last week.
About 545 prisoners from
some 40 countries are being
held at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, most accused of links to
Afghanistan’s ousted Taliban
regime or al-Qaida terror
network.
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The Right Choice For Your Future

Is your dream to become a doctor, to study in beautiful surroundings, with a world-renowned
faculty and state of the art facilities - what more could you want in a professional education?
Logan College students receive all this and more! If you are ready to accept the challenge
of graduate professional study in science, physiotherapy, nutrition, radiology, clinical
sciences, chiropractic techniques and extensive clinical rotations, then Logan College
is the place for you.
Logan College of Chiropractic gives you the skills to help patients get well
through non-invasive healthcare while preparing you to earn a substantial
income commensurate with your position as a Doctor of Chiropractic.
Most DC's work in a private practice setting, providing time for family
and other important quality of life priorities.
Contact Logan College at 1-800-533-9210 or at loganadm@logan.edu
to receive an information packet describing the world's fastest growing
healthcare profession. You can also visit our website at www.logan.edu.
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Jason Kucma
Third-Year Student

diversity,,.,
lecture series X
The Hip-Hop Generation:
Young Blacks
and the Crisis in
African-American Culture

I
Wednesday, February 9

Bakari Kitwana is the author of several
books on hip-hop culture, including his latest,
The Hip-Hop Generation: Young Blacks and
the Crisis in African-American CultureWidely
acknowledged as an expert on hip-hop politic
by The Washington PosIThe Los Angeles .
Times, CNN, The O'Reilly Factor and other
leading news outlets, his writings have
appeared inThe New York Times, The
Boston Globe, Savoy, The Village Voice,
Black Bookand other publications.

For tickets and/or information, please call (616) 234-3390.

ACADEMIC YEARS

1914-2004

diversity
LEARNING
CENTER

Free and open to the public, however, due to limited seating, tickets will be required.
Small fee for on-campus parking.
All lectures begin at 7:00 p.m.
Grand Rapids Community College Applied Technology Center Banquet Rooms
(corner of Fountain Street and Ransom Avenue)
A book signing will follow each lecture.

Spacious. Private. Comfortable.

Now Leasing “05-06”

2 & 4 Bedroom units
still available

Starting at $225 Pe r Person
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Walk Out Town houses with Patio
Washers iS; Dryers in Each l nit
Less than 1 Miles from Campus

Some units indude
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Beekman Management
Duplexes, Houses,
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Bakari Kitwana

Downtown Housing
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A7

15 properties available
within 5 blocks of the
Devos Center.
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Show me the
money
A recent proposal to increase the minimum
wage is a good way to get money back into

vT*
CVL Comic / Kdri Smith

GVL SPEAK UP
This week the Grand Valley Lanthorn asked eight community members:

people’s pockets and back into the economy.

f you’re a typical college student, working a minimum wage
job has been part of your life at some point, providing you
enough cash to catch a meal with friends, to buy that new
video game or go on that low-budget spring break road trip. But
while working that same minimum wage job, you’ve probably
worked with some older adults who are there to pay the rent, cover
bills and, in some cases, take care of a family.
Democrats in Lansing are proposing a bill that would raise the
current minimum wage from $5.15 an hour by $2. The increase
would give people who work 40 hours a week an extra $80 to take
care of themselves, or, in many students’ cases, some extra cash to
save for tuition or to put toward books.
For students who pay their own way through college, an extra
$320 per month before taxes could help when bills arrive.
The minimum wage in Michigan hasn’t been increased since it
was raised by $1.80 in 1997. Since then, the economy has receded
from the relative boom that took place in the ‘90s leaving wallets
and bank accounts significantly less full than they were in the past.
With the rate of inflation in the state sitting at 3.3 percent, the
minimum wage needs to play a bit of catch up.
However, there is opposition to the plan, as Republicans in the
Legislature say the plan could decrease the number of entry-level
jobs in the market. Considering that Michigan has an
unemployment rate of 7.3 percent — nearly 2 percent higher than
the national average — the claim may carry some weight.
Either way, it’s unlikely that minimum wage earners will see more
money any time in the very near future, as the Legislature in
Lansing is controlled by Republicans. Democrats claim that the
increase would benefit about 464,000 people — a substantial
number of citizens who could then reinvest in the local economy
and local businesses.
With voter support through petitions, the issue could see light as a
2006 ballot initiative if it fails in the Legislature.
Basic economics and numerous studies have indicated minimum
wage is barely enough to survive on, as anyone who has ever
scratched a living out of a minimum wage job can attest to. The fact
of the matter is the pay does little more than cover the bills, which
doesn’t allow a lot of room for savings or retirement.
If the state can increase the minimum wage, they should jump at
the chance. The economy is beginning to turn around and
businesses are starting to hire again because people are more
willing to spend. They just need to get a boost so they can do more
than simply survive.
The greater likelihood of GVSU graduates finding better jobs
because of a more successful economy makes opposing the increase
hard to do.
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What do you think about lavasphero going
out of businossP

7 don't think they
advertised that well. I
think it was a nice
place to hang out,
people just never went
there."

“It's sad to see it go.
It'll be a little less
convenient for people
because it's so close.

“It's closer to go there
then to go all the way
to campus. I feel bad
for the people off
campus. ”

“It's kind of
disappointing in a way.
If you use it for
anything you're going
to have to find
someplace else to go."

Maureen Sheridan
Sophomore
Human Resources
Management

Nick Stygstra
Junior
Art

Kathy Yang
Junior
Accounting

Kristie Schmidt
Freshman
Physical Therapy

“I think it's sad. I've
only had one thing
there...It was pretty
good and it helped me
out a lot with my diet."

“I think it's
disappointing. I know a
lot of people that go
there and hang out
there. It's a nice place
to get a cup of coffee
and hang out. ”

“I never went there. I
get my coffee from
downtown Grand
Rapids. I heard we're
getting Papa John's
and that would be
good."

“Personally, it doesn't
mean anything to me.
I've never been there
before even though I
live next door to it."

Jason Olson
Sophomore
Forensic Sciences

Amanda Chapman
Junior
Social Work

Jack Gavin
Sophomore
Business

Jen Ray
Senior
English Elementary
Education

GVL STUDENT OPINION

The State of the Union
Brian Perry

writes for the
GVL opinion.
His views do
not necessarily
represent those
of the
newspaper.
Last night King George II gave
his State of the Union address.
I'm sure every Grand Valley
State University student watched
the speech. The address
(according to my predictions
made on Sunday. Jan. 30)
focused again on spreading
freedom and liberty throughout
the world. He probably said the
economy is continuing to rise
and tax cuts for the ultra-wealthy
will soon end the recession. But
most importantly, we will again
be told that America is the best
country in the world. Are we? I
read the following facts and
figures in a column in The

Austin Chronicle. You can read
more at
http://www.austinchronicle.eom/i
ssues/dispatch/2005-01 2 l/cols_ ventura.html.
The United States is 49th in
the world in literacy (The New
York Times, Dec. 12, 2004).
OK, so we’re not No. 1 in this
category. Not even close. But
how important is reading? Isn’t
that why the picture book
industry is on the rise? Reading's
not for everyone. At least not
here.
Twenty percent of Americans
think the sun orbits the Earth.
Seventeen percent believe the
Earth revolves around the sun
once a day (The Week, Jan. 7,
2005). The correct answers, as
I’m sure you know, are that the
Earth orbits the sun, and it
revolves around the sun once a
year. Right? I think so. I hope
so.
The World Health
Organization "ranked the
countries of the world in terms

of overall health performance,
and the U.S. (was)... 37th.’’ In
the fairness of health care, we're
54th. “The irony is that the
United States spends more per
capita for health care than any
other nation in the world”
(Rifkin, The European Dream,
pp.79-80). How can Republicans
not support universal health
care? It would be cheaper. After
we invaded Iraq we brought
universal health care to their
citizens. But our own children
don’t have it. And it is costing us
MORE money this way.
"The U.S. and South Africa are
the only two developed countries
in the world that do not provide
health care for all their citizens”
(The European Dream, p.80).
That’s probably because it’s too
expensive to provide health care
for everyone. Besides, universal
health care is overrated.
Lack of health insurance
coverage causes 18,000
unnecessary American deaths a
year. (That’s six times the

number of people killed on Sept.
11. 2001.) (NYT, Jan. 12,2005).
Like I was saying, totally
overrated.
One-third of all U.S. children
are bom out of wedlock. Onehalf of all U.S. children will live
in a one-parent house (CNN,
Dec. 10. 2004). And that’s the
way we like it. We don’t want
any two-parent homosexual
families ruining the status quo.
"Americans are now spending
more money on gambling than
on movies, videos. DVDs, music
and books combined" (The
European Dream, p.28). Such
sin! Good thing the Ten
Commandments say nothing
about gambling. I have enough
trouble with “Thou shalt not
steal.”
Yes. this was the easiest
column I’ve written. But I
learned a lot from Michael
Ventura’s column and I was
surprised to learn it. I hope you
learned something today too.
We’re No. 1!

“Nobody steals the ugly bike, but
you want to make sure you lock
that ugly bike.”
- Brandon DeHaan
Assistant Director, Department of Public Safety

GVL OPINION POLICY
The ultimate goal of the Grand
Valley Lanthorn opinion page is to
stimulate discussion and action on
topics of interest to the Grand
Valley Community.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
welcomes reader viewpoints and
offers three vehicles of expression
for reader opinions: letters to the
editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
letters must include the author’s
name and be accompanied by
current picture identification if
dropped off in person, letters will
be checked by an employee of the
Grand Valley Lanthorn.
Letters appear as space permits
each issue. The limit for letter

length is one page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense letters and
columns for length restrictions and
clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will
not be held responsible for errors
that appear in print as a result of
transcribing handwritten letters or
email typographic errors.
The name of the author is usually
published but may be withheld for
compelling reasons.
The content, information and
views expressed are not approved
by nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty and staff.
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GVI. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
DPS Checks AfTirmative
Action Beneficiaries

Political party bickering
needs to end

I was reminded this past
week of how Grand Valley
State University is an
affirmative action institution
while reading the “DPS checks
permit use” in this week’s
Lanthorn. While it is not
necessarily a GVSU issue, I
believe that handicapped
parking spaces are in fact an
unrecognized employment of
affirmative action principles.
While it remains illegal to
discriminate against persons on
the basis of a age, color,
disability, familial status,
height, marital status, national
origin, political affiliation, race,
religion, sex/gender, sexual
orientation, veteran status or
weight we give those same
persons special privileges as a
result of, in this case, their
disability and perhaps even
their weight if deemed disabling
by their physician. Perhaps
GVSU should offer ADD
parking, academic probation
parking or, “I’m chronically late
for class” parking which I
reason all to be a result of a
disability in some form or
another. I suppose we let our
government and physicians
determine who gets to partake
in benefiting from what I shall
call "affirmative action
parking.” Perhaps one day
GVSU will offer these spaces to
our 19 or so homosexual staff
in partial reconciliation for the
lack of same sex partner
benefits that the University’s
donors inhibit. Could all of us
not call for use of these spots at
one time? 1 thank the University
for being prideful of their
enforcement opportunities, their
consequential revenue, and my
$95 parking space behind South
A when I have to walk to
Mackinac.
Kevin D. Burris

I have to start this letter off
with a gag. I’m sick and tired of
the two “leaders” of the
political groups on campus
fighting like two-year olds.
Both of these figures need to
re-evaluate how they are going
about making their points
within the realm of the publiceye. No longer are they
squabbling children in a
sandbox, but rather two
educated adults writing to a
publication which should not be
plagued with personal
vendettas. Both parties (or
rather, their representatives) are
writing letters charged with
accusations and counterattacks
on a near-personal level.
Frankly, it’s annoying.
Perhaps it is because I was a
journalist myself and hold
articles published in a
newspaper to a certain standard,
but the writing that I’ve seen
these two gentlemen crank out
is hardly worth reading. Can we
beat a dead horse ANY more?
Neither one of you are
journalists. Research that one of
you performs will obviously not
hold up to the standards that the
other holds. Your sources will
differ. Facts will differ because
of that. You need to accept this,
and move on. Technicalities do
not deserve to be printed, so
quit your bitching and find
something worth printing other
than your problems with each
other.
Second, your opinions are at
complete opposite ends of the
spectrum. Why not find out
what you agree on? I'm pretty
sure that you must agree on a
few issues. Like hating me after
this letter is published. I’ll
throw in a few more insults so
you have more in common.
Don't worry, you’ll both be
equally represented.

Every issue seems to be a
pivotal one to each of you. No
longer are issues like abortion
and church-state relations the
topic of heated debate. Now,
personal attacks and remarks
about the thoroughness of
research are the focus. This is
merely an argument that,
instead of taking place in
person, is unfolding over the
period of several issues of the
Lanthorn. The truth is that
neither one of you will ever be
happy with each other no matter
how much debate takes place.
Perhaps this was rooted from a
troubled childhood? Maybe you
were dropped on your head?
I hope that neither one of you
believes that you are speaking
truly for either of your political
parties. I am tempted to align
myself with Nader just because
the two of you have turned me
off so much to both of the
major parties.
The President of the College
Republicans, or whatever he
chooses to name himself, said
that he desires to facilitate
debate. Well, do it somewhere
else. There are more important
items that can be published in a
newspaper.
Basically, I call out to you
both to take yourselves behind
closed doors and have a
fistfight rather than
continuously trying to get the
last word in. Taking advantage
of a public forum is hardly the
way to solve this feud that is
running between you two. 1, for
one. am a Democrat. And guess
what, I will never join the
organization on campus as a
direct result of what I have read
in this newspaper. The
immaturity of both parties
disgusts me. An ad would better
utilize the space that your
letters have taken up. At least
there would be a positive effect
on the paper. They’d get paid.
So, the gloves are off and

you’re fighting each other.
WHO CARES!?
Greg Antioho
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Republicans and
Democrats need to
communicate better

|
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Skiing,
Snowboarding & Tubing!

I am writing today about
politics, and no I am not talking
about one side of the political
spectrum or the other
(surprising how one could write
a letter to the editor being
impartial). The last few weeks
all I have seen in the Lanthorn
is a Republican stating how a
Democrat is wrong, or a
Democrat stating how a
Republican has his facts all out
of proportions.
I read this nonsense with only
one thought; does anyone know
how to effectively
communicate. Writing a letter
to the editor weeks after weeks
to prove who was right or
wrong about an article more
than two months old is not
effective communication.
Maybe emailing each other
personally, or maybe even
attending one another’s
meetings (gasp). A public
forum would even be better
appreciated than writing
ridiculous letters to the
newspaper that prove nothing
more than the unwillingness of
political parties to stop arguing.
Stop thinking G.W. is a the best
president ever, he’s not. So
what if Kerry didn’t win, get
over it.
The point is, get your political
banter off of my college
newspaper and take care of
your differences on your own
terms, not where everyone
needs to read about it week
after week.
Hopefully no political
replies,
Tony McKay

www.litnl>erritlgcsUi.com
1-800-253-2928
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Winter driving survival kit
It’s a good thing to keep a winter survival kit in your vehicle. Having essential supplies can provide some comfort and
safety for you and your passengers should you become stranded. Recommended items:
•First aid kit
bottled water
•Ice scraper/snowbrush
•Fire Extinguisher
•Candle and a small tin can
•Shovel
•Matches
•Sand or other traction aid
•Small tool kit
•Extra clothing and footwear
•Tow rope or chain
Source: David J. Cox, Safety
•Blanket
•Booster cables
for
Facilities
•Road flares or warning lights •Non-perishable energy foods Manager
•Gas line antifreeze
(chocolate or granola bars, Services
juice, instant coffee, tea, soup.
•Flashlight and batteries
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www.lA4CU.org
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academics
By Rial McGowan

CVL Assistant Eilitar
Courtney James and Erika
Ryskamp each boarded a bus on
Jan. 19. They wen* [leading to Erie.
Pa. for a pair of biisketbidl games
against Great Likes Conference
opponents Menyhurst College and
Gannon University. James and
Ryskamp. each starting point
guards for the Grand Valley State
University men’s and women’s
basketball teams, respectively, left
on a Wednesday afternoon. They
returned the following Sunday.
While the women won both of
their games and the men split on
the trip, the fact remained that
James, Ryskamp and the rest of
their teammates missed three days
of classes. The student-athletes had
three days of classes to make up
before the next weekend, when
they would make another trip, this
time to North wood University.
“1 say all the time. I’m like.
‘We’re going on a road trip we’re
going to be gone for five days’ and
people are like, 'Man. you guys get
to miss class,”’ James said. “It
sounds good, but when you get
back that class is still waiting there
for you and it’s not going
anywhere.”
Classes, homework, practice,
weight-lifting and watching game
film are just some of the daily
responsibilities required of James,
Ryskamp and the rest of GVSU’s
student-athletes.
“It’s pretty much basketball ;tnd
school,” Ryskamp said. "We have
study table three days a week for
two hours so that’s six hours a
week where we have to study and
that’s really nice for me. Outside of
that, everyone knows you’ve got to
study in college but with basketball
too, you really can’t do anything
but study and [play] basketball.”
James and Ryskamp have been
able to balance the demands of
being a college student and athlete.
Both were named to the GLIAC’s
All-Academic team last year.
However, the NCAA has recently
announced initiatives to better the
classroom performance of its
athletes.
Later this year, in an effort to
improve the graduation rates of
athletes at Division I-A schools, the
NCAA will begin to phase in stifFer
eligibility rules for its athletes as
well as harsher penalties for
schools that fail to graduate enough
of its student-athletes.
The rule change comes even
though universities graduate a
higher percentage of studentathletes than the percentage of the
overall student body.
The U.S. Department of

[{ducanon has recognized a sixyear window in which students
should graduate from the time they
enroll as freshmen. In the most
recent release of the NCAA’s
annual graduation rate report. 62
percent of all student-athletes w ho
entered Division 1 colleges and
universities in 1997 graduated
within the six-year window. The
overall student body graduation
rate grew from the 2003 report but,
at 60 percent, remains less thiui that
of its student-athlete counterpart. In
Division II. 53 percent of studentathletes graduated, compared to 46
percent of the overall student body.
‘ What hardly ever gets written
about is that student-athletes
graduate at a higher rate than
geneml student body," said GVSU
Athletic Director Tim Selgo. “The

Along with the stricter rules for
student eligibility, the NCAA is
also calling for recruits to meet
higher standards before arriving on
a college campus. High school
students would be required to
maintain at least a 2.0 average in 16
— not the current 14 — core
classes in English, history, science
and math. Standardized tests such
its the Scholastic Aptitude Test and
American College Testing will not
play a part in accepting potential
student-athletes.
The rise in the standards high
school athletes must meet to enter
college has critics saying the «new
standards will have an adverse
effect on athletes from inner-city
and pix>r economic backgrounds.
“I was in Division I 15 years ago
when they raised tlx.* standards and

stud('nt-cithl('t('s in the cLissroom

school or leaves school for
personal reasons, the school that
athlete leaves is left with a negative
showing on its record. If an athlete
transfers to another school and
graduates within the six-year
window the new school does not
get credit for that athlete’s
graduation. Also, the school does
not receive credit for an athlete’s
graduation if it takes longer than
six years for the athlete to graduate.
“You can’t control kids that
transfer out of your program, you
can’t control the kids that leave
your program for whatever
reason,” Selgo said. “I think the
measure of an athletic program is
helping your student-athletes
achieve their degree. The only way
you can fairly assess that is if they
stay within your program for four

student-athletes than general
students of that year, GVSU was
among the lowest in the state of
Michigan and the conference in
which they play.
Of the 13 Division-I and 11
schools in Michigan, GVSU
ranked 10th in 2004’s studentathlete graduation rate, down from
fifth in the state in 2002. In the
GLIAC, including Lake Superior
State University and the University
of Indianapolis which only
compete in certain GLIAC sports,
GVSU ranked 11th out of 14
teams.
In the rankings of schools in the
state and GLIAC the teams below
GVSU were Saginaw Valley State
University (45 percent), Northern
Michigan University (41 percent)
and Wayne State University (31

90%
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□ Student-athlete graduation rates
■ General student graduation rates
CVL Illustration / AJ Colley

Graduation rates: Above are the percentages ot the student-athlete and general student graduation rates ot the 1997-98 freshman Aass for all Division I and II

colleges and universities in Michigan.
Source: NCAA

problem is a few bad apples spoil
the bunch. When you look at
Cincinnati men's basketball and
they aren’t graduating anyone, that
casts a bad look on all of them at
Division 1 and that’s just not true.”
Selgo also said large sums of
nxmey generated from having a
championship-caliber football or
basketball program is a large
reason why some Division I-A
schooLs will risk their academic
integrity for athletic success.
"The big money that's involved
is the big culprit.” Selgo said. "At
some of the higher levels wmiung
becomes so important from a
nxxiey standpoint that people cut
comers.”

.. .we found out, for the most, kids
w ill respond,” Selgo said. “If you
tell them ‘this is the bar.' they’ll
respond and get to the bar or above
the bar. ”
The NCAA has also called upon
Division 11 schools to do a better
job of measuring its athletes’
academic progress, although many
schools already adhere to many of
the same standards as Division I
schools.
Though the NCAA wants
Division II sclxxrls to keep more
accurate records, .Selgo said he
wants the NCAA to help make the
records more accurate.
If an athlete is in good academic
standing but transfers to another

years.”
Selgo also said athletes with
certain majors should also receive
special consideration. At GVSU. it
takes tlie average student more than
six years to graduate the School of
Education. Selgo said the athletic
department should not be penalized
if an athlete takes longer than six
years to major in education.
In the most recent graduation
rates, 52 percent of GVSU’s
freshman class of student-athletes
enrolling in 1997-98 graduated
within six years. GVSU’s overall
student graduation rate was 49
percent.
While GVSU may have
graduated a higher percentage of

percent).
Selgo said the most recent ratings
do not indicate GVSU is a school
that puts athletic success ahead of
academic success.
“(The rating] varies from year to
year and a lot of them are awfully
close, maybe one or two
percentage points difference,”
Selgo said. “I’m very confident our
student-athletes have every chance
to succeed academically. I’m very
confident in the support that we
have through our academic
advising office as well as our
academic resource center.”
GVSU head football coach
Chuck Martin said it was unfair to
criticize GVSU’s academic record

when his ftxitball team has recently
graduated much of its senior class
in less than five years.
“[GVSU had] seven kids
graduate in four and a half years
when the national average is 5.8
[years],” Martin said of his most
recent senior class. “We had kids
like Lucius Hawkias do it in four
and half years that’s almost
unheard of in college athletics these
days.”
In the demand for more academic
achievement from student-athletes
the NCAA said coaches should
gamer more responsibility if their
team does not meet expectations in
the classroom. -Selgo said while
coaches should do all they can to
help their players, they can only be
held accountable so much.
“1 think coaches are recruiting
student-athletes therefore they have
to take ownership in how well
those student-athletes are doing,”
Selgo said. “The most ownership
lies in the hands of the studentathletes. I think we too often talk
about putting the onus on the
coach’s back or the university’s
back, what about putting it on the
individual student-athletes’ back?”
Martin said there was a touch of
hypocrisy concerning universities
that claim academics are their No.
1 priority and then fire a coach
whose football team succeeds in
the classroom instead of the
football field.
“I think it is [hypocritical] to a
certain extent,” Martin said. “I
mean, Tyrone Williamham just got
fired at Notre Dame, everyone
knows he cares about the whole
person not just the football player.
But when it comes to paying your
mortgage you better win football
games."
Martin also said most coaches
don’t need to be told their jobs
include helping athletes outside of
the athletic arena.
“1 think most coaches are in it to
help young adults be ready for the
next step in life,” Martin said. “Part
of college is certainly playing
football, part of college is
academics and part of college is
growing up as a person and we try
to hit on all three areas and we try
to push our kids in all three areas.”
Though the NCAA wants
coaches to put more emphasis on
winning in the classroom,
Ryskamp said the women’s
basketball coaching staff already
does all it can to help its team
academically.
“Our coaches have high
standards for us,” she said. “We
don’t get anything past them. If
we’re doing bad then they get us
tutors. They have really high
standards for us, which is good.”
Background intake courtsey of Erk Stoike
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Lakers grab overtime victory

PRK'.AMH
GLIAC Men's
Basketball Standings
North Division
Team

GLIAC Overall
GVSU
7-3
14-5
M. Tech 6-5
FSU *

5-5

NMU
4-6
SVSU
4-7
N'Wood 3-6
LSSU

2-9

Thursday, February 3, 2005

13-6
13-5
9-10
9-11
7-9
6-14

South Division
Team
Findlay

GLIAC Overall
11-0 17-2
Gannon
8-3
14-6
Hillsdale 7-3
12-8
Wayne St. 6-3
11-7
Ashland
3-8
9-11
Mercyhurst2-9
8-13

Victory brings team one
step closer to GLIAC title
after nail-biter with
Northwood
By April Raynovich

GVL Staff Writer
The Grand Valley State
University men’s basketball team
continued its quest for a Great
Lakes Conference title last
Saturday, against a feisty
Northwood University squad.
Despite a rough night shinning
from the floor, the Lakers were
able to outlast the Timberwolves
by shinning 76.9 percent from the
charity stripe in a 75-69 overtime
victory in Midland, Mich.
GVSU led the majority of the

GVL Sports Editor

Basketball Standings
North Division
Team

GLIAC

Overall

LSSU
11-0
M. Tech 10-1

16-3
16-4

GVSU

9-1

FSU
NMU

7-3
3-7

15-4
9-10
10-8

N'Wood3-7
SVSU 2-8

7-12
5-12

and they also have some big guys majority of the half.
and that gives you a tough match
Northwood tied the game at 57up when they have big bodies 57 on a Stedman trey with 2:16 to
around the basket
____________ , p^y
GVSU hit clutch
and they can still
free throws down
hit the outside
shot," said Laker
“Fortunately we stepped the stretch to take
game
to
head coach Kic up to the line and made the
overtime with the
Wesley. “They hit
some big shots the free throws, which is score knotted at
so important.H
60-60.
and that's a big
“They stepped
part
of their
up and played us
offense."
aggressively and
The
Lakers
RIC WESLEY
we didn’t get
regained
the
many open shots,”
upper hand in the
HEAD COACH
Wesley
said.
second half with a
“Fortunately we
pair
of
free1
stepped up to the
throws
from
Callistus Eziukwu with 16:32 line and made the free throws,
remaining in regulation. The which is so important.”
In overtime, it was all GVSU
Lakers remained on top for the

Four players scored in double
digit figures as the women’s
basketball team of Grand Valley
State University won its 10th
straight game.

Last Saturday the Lakers
toppled Northwood (3-7. 7-12)
on the road in Midland, Mich,
by a score of 59-48. The latest
victory strings together 10 wins
for GVSU, all of which had
been won by more than a 10point margin.

“Our defense has been playing
especially sound for the last few
games,” said head coach Dawn
Plitzuweit. “The games that we
got our offense going, we really
started to run away from our
opponents.”
The Lakers have boosted their

Great Lakes Conference record
to a nearly flawless 9-1 along
with an overall record of 15-4.
The Lakers are tied for second
place within the North Division
of the GLIAC with Michigan
Tech, which carries a 10-1
conference record. On top of the

South Division
Team

GLIAC Overall

Ashland
Hillsdale

7-4
5-5

14-6
14-5

Gannon

5-6

12-9
8-12
6-15
3-15

Findlay
3-8
Mercyhurst 2-9
Wayne St. 1 -9

Laker OF
the

Week

Junior point guard
Courtney James is
named Laker of the
Week after he led
scoring for the Lakers
in their 75-69 overtime
victory against
Northwood last
Saturday night. James
made four of his nine
shots from the floor He
also drained one of his
team’s four 3-point
goals while shooting 78 from the free-throw
line. In addition, James
also dished off five
assists while
committing only one
turnover

Mackenzie Mikulenas is
Laker of the Week after
QVSU’s successful
meet against Northern
Michigan University last
Saturday. Mikulenas
placed 2nd overall in
the 50-yard freestyle
with a time of 25.16.
Mikulenas followed her
2nd place finish with a
1st place finish in the
100-freestyle with a
time of 54.10, which
also qualified her to go
to the Division II
National Meet in March.
She also swam to
victory with the 400yard freestyle relay
team that placed 1st
with a time of 3:44.27.

f

from start to finish. The Lakers
took a quick 64-60 lead fueled by
a Courtney James 3-point basket
as the Lakers held on to win by
six.
James led the team in scoring
with 16 points, including eight in
the extra session. He added five
assists, five rebounds and a steal.
“Courtney has been playing
very well,” Wesley said of his
senior guard. "He is our court
general. He made very good
decisions and did a solid job both
defensively and offensively.”
Eziukwu finished the night with
14 points, five rebounds and two
blocked shots after playing only
six minutes in tlje first half due to
foul trouble.
SEE OVERTIME, B3

Lakers take 10th straight win
By Jayson Bussa

GLIAC Women's

first half. Its biggest lead came off
of a Mike Hall layup at the 8:15
mark. Hall was fouled on the way
to the hoop and completed the 3point play by connecting the free
throw, giving the Lakers a 23-14
lead.
The Timberwolves chipped
away at the lead and tied the
game at 25-25 with 2:17 to play
in the half when Northwood
forward Djordje Lukic hit l-of-2
from the line.
Freshman
guard
Jason
Jamerson hit four consecutive
free throws to close out the half.
But back-to-back 3-pointers from
Northwood’s Brittany Stedman
and Landree Sarata gave the
Wolves a 31-29 advantage going
into the half.
“They have some good shixiters
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Needing support: GVSU's Mida Bourke listens to her team su|porting her from the bench as she handles the ball against Ashland's lackie Mason in a home game earlier
this season.

division is Lake Superior State
University, unbeaten in the
conference
at
11-0
and
nationally ranked No. 9.
In the victory over sixth place
Northwood, four Lakers scored
in double digit figures as they
accounted for 52 of the 59
points scored for GVSU.
“It was a lower scoring game,”
Plitzuweit said. “Our defense
did a good job making them turn
the ball over and forcing them
to take bad shots.”
Junior Niki Reams led scoring
for the Lakers with 19 points.
Reams pulled down 14 of the
team’s 35 rebounds in the game.
Reams also had a pair of steals
along with a block.
“Niki has been a catalyst for
us this year,” Plitzuweit said.
“On defense she shadows their
best player well, and then on
offense we can isolate her on the
inside or let her come outside
for a shot.”
Erika Ryskamp was the
second leading scorer for GVSU
with 12 points. Ryskamp hit the
only 3-point field goal for the
Lakers. Crystal Zick and Julia
Braseth also scored in double
digits — Braseth with 11 and
Zick with 10.
The first half of play was a
see-saw battle with five ties and
three lead changes. A 2-point
field goal by Crystal Zick with
four minutes left in the first half
gave the Lakers the 22-20 lead.
The Lakers exploded at the end
of the first half, going on a 10-0
run. At the break, the Lakers
entered the locker room with a
comfortable lead at 32-22.
The Lakers looked to maintain
the lead throughout the second
half. Northwood guard Devon
Hillstrom’s layup with 7:30 left
put an exclamation point on
Northwood’s
comeback
campaign as the Lakers were
leading by one point.
“It was good for us to be in a
close situation like that,”
Plitzuweit said. “I called a
timeout and told them that they
are doing all right and they just
have to keep doing things the
way they were doing them.
Eventually it would pay off.”
Reams distanced the Lakers
with two consecutive layups
that allowed GVSU to hold off
the Timberwolves and to build
an 11-point victory.
SEE BASKETBALL, B3

National qualifying times lift women's swim team
By Sarah Hawley

GVL Stiff Writer
Two athletes from Grand Valley
State University women’s swim
team qualified for the NCAA
Division II National Meet last
weekend during a competition
against
Northern
Michigan
University.
Juniors Mackenzie Mikulenas and
Brittany Lutke secured their spots in
the meet and clinched first place
wins in the 100-yard freestyle and
1.650-yard freestyle.
The Lakers defeated the Wildcats
with a 182-60 victory, rounding out
the last meet before the Great Dikes
Conference Championships.
“We won two events [the 1.650
freestyle and the 400-yard
individual medley) that we have not
raced since December.” said head
coach Dewey Newsome. “It was an
opportunity to get some rehearsal in
for the longer events before the
conference championships.”
The leakers filled three of the four
top spots in the 1.650 freestyle with
Lutke’s 18:20.20 finish Megan
Hahler and Lindsay Kramer placed
second and fourth with times of
18:36.88 and 19:21.41. Kramer
improved her previous personal best
by 48 seconds
In the 400 individual medley.
GVSU’s Erin Merz was the only
Laker to crack the top four as she
finished fourth at 4:58.85.

“We swam extremely well for tlx*
phase of the season we’re in."
Newsome said. “We got some
quality sw ims out of some of our
athletes."
In the 200-yard medley relay, the
Lakers' ’A’ and 'B' teams placed
first and second with times of
1:51.97 and 1:56 44. adding 15
points to GVSU’s total.
One-two-three finishes played a
huge roll in lifting the Lakers to
victory. In the 200-yard freestyle,
Mandy Burton finished first, posting
a time of 1:59.46. Kim Whitsitt ;uxl
Kelli Meyers were nght behind at
2.00.42 and 206.07.
In the 100-yard freestyle.
Mackenzie
Mikulenas.
Amy
Williams and Jamie Bowman
clainxxi the top three spots for the
Lakers. Mikulenas finished at 54.10.
In the 50-yard freestyle Erin
McDonnell (24.99) led the way.
Mikulenas and Amy Williams
touched in at 25.16 and 25.94
The Lakers also grabbed the top
three spots in the 100-yard
breaststroke. Kelly VanDyke led the
way at IO8.37.
A pair of freshmen tallied two first
place finishes for GVSU. The top
finishes came in the 100-yard
butterfly w ith E.B Phillips finishing
at 101.47 and in the 100-yard
backstroke with Mary Kuhnen
clocking in at 102.06.
Diving was a continued success
for the Lakers, raking in 30 team

points. Rachelle Terpstra brought in
two first place finishes in the 1meter and 3-meter dives. Jennifer
Hillson and Raelyn Prelewitz
clinched second and third place
marks in the 3-meter dive and third
aixl fourth place marks in 1-meter.
Die conference championships
will be held at Wayne State
University on Feb. 16-19. Newsome
said he and his lbikers view a second

place finish overall as an attainable
goal.
“(The University of Indianapolis)
is the dominant women's team - us
and Wayne State are battling for
second." Newsome said. “On the
men’s side, Wayne State and
| Indianapolis) look good too."
No matter the outcome at the
conference
championship.
Newsome said he is pleased with

both teams this season.
“We have achieved everything we
wanted to achieve, with one
exception” he said. “We want to
qualify one relay team for
nationals."
The Lakers’ last chance to obtain
their goal will come at the
conference championships.
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Different stroke*: The

GVSU

women's swim team defeated Northern Michigan 182-60 last weekend
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Track teams split for weekend invitationals
By Sarah Hawhy

GVL Staff Writer
The men’s and women’s track
and field teams of Grand Valley
State University split up last
Saturday to compete in separate
invitationals, one of which proved
to be record breaking.

GVSU sent nine athletes to South
Bend, lnd. for the Notre Dame
Invitational and sent 35 to
Lexington, Ky. for the Rod
McCravy Memorial held at the
University of Kentucky.
During their time in Notre Dame,
the Lakers snapped another school
record while continuing to climb

Ve&B’S VIhJEK £r TAKE OUT
Cheap entertainment for

the national polls in the process.
“This was a great step forward,”
said head coach Jerry Baltes.
“Some of our times are
respectively some of the top times
in the nation at this point.”
On Jan. 29 at the Notre Dame
Invitational, sophomore John
Collins broke GVSU’s school
record in the 8(X)-meter dash.
Collins finished with a time of
1:32.18, which beat 1982 Laker
Doug Kuiper’s 1:53. Despite the
record breaking run. Collins placed
fifth overall.
On the other side of the 800,
seniors Stephanie Kuhlman and
Krista O'Dell pulled in first and
second place for the Lakers.
Kuhlman finished with 2:11 .(X) and
O’Dell crossed the line at 2:11.19.
In the 1 -mile run. Mandi Zemba
raced for a second place finish with
a tune of 4:53.82, just behind Notre
Dame runner Sunni Olding, who
narrowly edged out Zemba with a
time of 4:51.98.
The Lakers also created some
noteworthy performances at The
Rod McCravy Memorial on Friday
and Saturday.
“1 am sure we were a little tired
and sluggish from the long tnp,”
Baltes said. “But you cannot let
that affect you.”
GVSU’s women made their
mark at this event as Jennifer
O’Shesky placed second in the 60-
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For the basketball teams of
Grand Valley State University
this weekend brings Great Lakes
Conference rivals south from the
Upper Peninsula in what could be
considered statement games for
the Lakers.
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Up and over: The GVSU track and field teams split up arid competed in meets
at the University of Notre Dame and the University of Kentucky last wt'ekend.

GVSU hosts U.P. rivals

Tarry Hall

college students
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meter hurdles, running for a time of
8.90 Rachel Duthlei grabbed the
third place spot in the pole vault as
she reached the height of 11-11.75.
Freshman Lindsey Jones cleared
the pole vault with 114)5.75. giving
her a sixth place finish overall.
Noteworthy field competition for
the women came from Morgan
Acre, who placed fourth in the
weight throw with her toss of 5502.25 and Katie Comer, who
finished fourth in shot put with a
throw of 41-10.75.
Leading the way in the men’s
field events was sophomore Nick
Natale, who placed fourth in shot
put with a throw of 564)2.50. John
Ybarra was right behind Natale in
fifth place with a throw of 5302.25.
O’Shesky. Duthler. Jones and
Natale all achieved NCAA
provisional marks for both Laker
teams. Natale’s throw moved him
up in the poles for the Division II
shot put event.
The Lakers compete Saturday at
the Kent Invitational held in Kent.
Ohio, and at the Division II
Challenge in Findlay, Ohio.
Baltes thinks his team may be
sparking new energy early in the
season.
“We are starting to turn the
comer and getting ready to feel
good and fresh going into races.”
Baltes said.

GET TWO GREAT TASTING ENTREES
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE AT
THE MEADOWS RESTAURANT,
7WSZMKTHROUGH FRIDAY
DURING JANUARY AND FEBRUARY.
(Just present when ordering!)

Michigan University arrive in
Allendale on Thursday with the
men’s team riding a 4-game
winning streak and a 4-6
conference record and an overall
mark of 9-10. Meanwhile, the
Lady Lakers will put their 10game winning streak on the line
against NMU’s women’s team
with a record of 3-7. 10-8.
“They've struggled a bit at
times this year but. at the same
time, they’re very well coached,
and in the games they lost they’ve
been very close games,” said
GVSU women’s head coach
Dawn Plitzuweit. “Their overall
record is very good. They’ve just
struggled a little bit in the
conference.”
The
Lakers
will
enter
Thursday’s game against NMU
with the GLIAC’s No. 1 scoring
defense (51.9 points a game).
NMU averages 73.3 points per
game.
NMU is led by a trio of scorers.
Senior guard Tiffany Grubaugh
(15.2 points per game), freshman
forward Allison Carroll (11) and
sophomore guard Flolly Cole
(10.2) lead the Wildcats’
balanced scoring attack.
It’s that balance that Plitzuweit
said will make NMU tough to
defend.
“They execute very well and
it’s because they’re very well
coached,” Plitzuweit said. “If you
take one aspect of their offense
away, ... they know how to
counter that. In practice this week
we’ll look at their overall
offensive outlook rather than key
on one or two players.”
Two nights later, the Lakers
play host to the Huskies of
Michigan Tech University. It will
be the first meeting of the year
between the two teams. Tech is
second in the GLIAC North
division with a record of 10-1,
16-4. one game ahead of the
Lakers’ record of 9-1,15-4.
The Huskies’ worst conference
record in the last 10 years was
their 10-8 record in 2(X)2-2(X)3.
Plitzuweit said beating one of the
GLIAC’s perennial contenders
would show how far the Lakers
have come this season.
“1 believe as a program we’re at
a point where we can certainly
compete with these teams now,"
Plitzuweit said. “It’s a level of
toughness to see if we can beat
some of these teams at home or
on the road. What’s going to be
tested more than anything is our
toughness level.”
The Lakers’ No. 1 defense will
be pitted against the GLIAC’s
No. 2 ranked Tech defense (56.5
points per game),
“I think it’s sometimes better to
play teams that are more suited

Donate plasma
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The Meadows Restaurant— located on Grand Valley’s West Campus Drive.
Special Valentine Hours — Mon. Feb 14, 4:00-8:00.

offensively because when they
face a good defensive team,
they're not prepared for that,"
Plitzuweit said. “It's going to he a
battle, and it’s most likely going
to be a low-scoring affair.”
The men’s team (7-3, 14-5)
faces a hot NMU team coming in
with a 4-game winning streak
after having lost its previous five.
Men’s head coach Ric Wesley
said his Lakers are taking the
Wildcats’ momentum seriously.
“They’ve won four in a row,"
Wesley said. "You don’t look past
that. What they’ve done three
weeks ago isn't as important as
what they’ve done lately.
They've won four in a row
including (a win over] Michigan
Tech."
The Wildcats are led by
brothers Ricky and Marco Volcy,
who combine for 30 points and
14.2 rebounds a game. NMU has
been led in points by a Volcy 15
times and 16 times in rebounds.
“They got one of the league’s
premier players in Ricky Volcy.”
Wesley said. “I certainly don’t
think we’re looking past them.
We have to have our hands full to
beat one of the hottest teams in
our league.”
On Saturday afternoon, when
GVSU hosts Michigan Tech, the
Lakers will try to retain the
leader’s seat of the GLIAC North
Division. The Lakers lead the
division by two games over the
Huskies (6-5.
13-6). but
Michigan Tech enters with the
GLIAC’s second-leading scorer.
Josh Buettner. The 6-foot-9-inch
senior forward leads Tech with 20
points and 6.3 rebounds per
game.
As a team Tech also hits an
average of eight 3-pointers a
game. Wesley said being able to
guard Buettner without leaving
the guards open to shoot will be
the key for the Lakers.
“Obviously they’ve got big
Beuttner and part of the reason
they are so successful is he
attracts so much attention and
guys get open out there so it’s
kind of pick your poison,"
Wesley said. “Hopefully we can
play good defense on him
without bringing a lot of extra
help and we can extend our
defense and guard those 3-point
shixuers.
“Nobody seems to have an
answer for [ Beuttner|,” Wesley
said. “He’s a big, strong, kid and
he has great poise and presence in
the low post and great touch. He
is a handful."
Tip-off for Thursday’s games is
6 p in. for the women and 8 p.m.
for the men. Saturday the women
begin at 1 p.m. while the men
play at 3 p.m.
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Hockey club ties, loses close ones
By Jayson Bussa
GVL Sports Editor

The
Sports
Nation
Rich McGowan

GVL Assistant Editor

1 have always believed oik*
should admit when he or she
is wrong.
It is in that belief that
today 1 say to you. loyal
reader (mom and dad), that I
was iikteed wrong.
In this space nearly two
years ago today 1 wrote my
first column. Hie subject of
that column was a high
school basketball phenom
named LeBron James.
In that column I told of
some questionable actions he
had made that brought his
status as an amateur into
question.
While 1 stand by my
argument that he should
have been ruled ineligible
after receiving gifts based on
his athletic ability. I also
insinuated in that column
and in many, many personal
conversations, that LeBron
would fail in the NBA and
become the biggest bust in
NBA history.
I admit I'm now feeling a
little sheepish.
His nx>kie season saw
LeBron lift the Cleveland
Cavaliers from being the
worst team in the NBA with
a 17-65 record to 35-47 and
missing the playoffs by one
game.
If there were any doubters
remaining when this season
opened LeBron has erased
all doubts.
After the Cavs’ kiss to
Orlando Tuesday night.
Clevekuul fell out of first
place in the Central Division,
which they have led for
much of tlk* season After 44
games this year Cleveland is
26-18 and in prune playoff
position.
OK. so my initial thoughts
on LeBron's NBA career
weren’t totally accurate.
Over the last month,
LeBron has catapulted
himself into MVP
discussions. It’s a two-horse
race between LeBron iukI
the Suns’ Steve Nash. While
Nash is in tlk* middle of a
fantastic season, if he were
to go down w ith an injury
the Suns could carry on.
Phoenix has enough
surrounding talent to get by
without the point guard.
What would happen to
Cleveland if LeBron went
down?
We saw what would
happen on Jan. 26. With the
Cavs leading Memphis in
the second half. LeBron
suffered a sprained ankle.
.After he hobbled to the
locker room the Cavs kxst
their spirit. WitlkHit the 20
year old in tlk* Ime-up the
Cavs let their lead slip aw ay
in the forth quarter
Then, conjuring memories
of Willis Reed returning to
play for the New York
Knicks in Game 7 of the
1970 NBA Finals. LeBron
limped out to the court, took
the lead back for the Cavs
and Cleveland hekl on for
the 114-111 win.
In that moment. LeBron
officially became his team
leader arid Cleveland will
only go as far as he can carry
them.
So. when I said LeBron
would be the Ryan Leaf of
the NBA. 1 swear 1 was just
kidding.
LeBron went oft-the-charts
crazy in the nxxith of
January. He became the
youngest player to score a
triple-double on Jan. 18 at
Portland. His 27 points, 11
rebounds and 10 assists were
impressive until he went far
28 points, 12 rebounds and
10 helpers three nights later.
For the month. King James
averaged 26.5 points a game
and in only one game did he
score less than 20. Out of the
12 games he played in
January. LeBron scored 26
points or more nine times.
Unlike the average NBA
superstar. IxBroo doesn t
talk a ka junk He doesn't
demand the ball — gasp —
he shares it He can hit a
mid-range jump shot. He'll
play hurl.
He does all the things you
want from the player who is
L to be the face of the
A for the next 15 years
LeBron James: This just in
— He’s good.
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Last weekend, the Gnuxl Valley
State University hockey club
played well enough to make its
games interesting, but wulked
away winless.
“We had complete control of tlk*
entire first game, and controlled tlk*
final periods of tlx* second game."
head
coach
Jason
said
Zimmerman. “We played most of
the peruxis down at tlk* other ends
of the ice. but tlk* scoreboard just
didn’t reflect our performance in
both of our games"
The Lakers put an added
incentive on last weekend's gaiik*s
after tlk*y suffered a [vui of losses
during tlx* previous weekend. In
onler to stay alive in the race for a
bid to compete in tlx* American
Collegiate Hockey Association
National Toumunx*nt. tlk* Lakers
needed to win tlk* remainder of
their gaiik*s.
“All of our gaiik*s are important.”
Zimmerman said. “If we don’t win
all of our games, we won’t tx*
playing in tlk* postseason."
With hope kxst for a bid to tlk*
national tournament, the Lakers
now have an overall recoid 9-15 1

along with a Great Lakes
Intercollegiate Htxkey Association
Conf erence recoid of 4-3.
GVSU’s only tie of tlk* season
came last Friday night when they
controlled tlk* puck during their
overtime affair with Northern
Michigan University, but finished
with a 4-4 tie.
“I’ll give tlx.* short of it: We
totally dominated the game,”
Zimmerman said. “Unfortunately
the outcome wasn’t the sank*.’’
The Lakers owned the puck
during tlx.* game, out-shooting the
Wildcats by a lopsided 63-24
advantage. In overtink*. the leakers
hekl a gapping 10-0 advantage.
In tlx* first period, lX*;in Watkins
scored one of his two goals on the
game along with a goal from Jeff
Tejchma which gave tlk* Lakers a
2-1 lead. The second peruxl was
stale for the Lakers as they
continued to fire off shots, but
couldn’t find the goal. The
Wildcats shoved in a pair of goals
to lake a ) 2 lead
Watkins and Mike Marquardt
scored goals in the third period,
along with one from Northern
Michigan which knotted tlk* game
up 4-4. Nearly the entire overtime
|x*ruxl was played on Northern
Michigan’s end. but time expired.

ending the game in a tie.
“We outshot them and we played
tlx* entire overtink* peruxl on their
end,” Zimmerman said. “Their
goalie came up big for them and a
few of our defensive breakdowns
allowed them to score just as much
as we did."
Tlx; Lakers continued to have
trouble finding the net in their
second ganx; of the weekend as
they fell to the University of
Michigan’s hix:key club by a score
of 3-0 on the road at Chelsea Ice
Arena.
“Michigan played very well
defensively,” Zimmerman said.
"Every tink* we worked the puck
down to their end. they would take
it from us and bring it back down to
ours."
The Wolverines out shot the
Lakers 54-22. Michigan scored
goals in the first and second
periods, while adding an emptynetter late in the third. Michigan's
goal in the second peruxl came
while the Lakers were shorthanded. GVSU goalie Chris Mixire
had 52 saves in the game.
“Our defense played pretty well,”
Zimmerman said. “We played a lot
of the later peruxis short-handed.
Chris Mixire did an excellent job of
keeping us in the game.”

'Any time you have a hockey
club that has a Division I team tied
to it, it is a good team,"
Zimmerman said. "We’ll be
expecting a pair of tough games.”

The Lakers will return to the ice
this Friday and Saturday as they
take on Bowling Green State
University’s club in a pair of home
games.
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OVERTIME
continued from page B1
Jamerson recorded 13 points
while Hall canu* oft tlx* bench to
add 15 and four boareis.
The Lakers will Ixxst two key
G1.1AC match-ups this week. The
Wikicats of Northern Michigan (910, 4-6) come to town tonight
ndmg a hxir-gaiik* w inning streak.
Nonlk*m is led by offensive threat
Ricky Volcy.
“Vblcy is oik* of tlk* top players in
tlk* conference." Weslev said. "He

BASKETBALL
continued from page HI
Ilk* Lakers finished tlx* ganx.*
shooting 44 percent from tlx* fkx>r
aixl w ere just l -11 from tlx* ;uvh.
Ilk* Lakers' defense compensated
for tlx* lack of offense, causing ilk*
Timberwolves to turn tlk* Kill over
25 times.
“We didn’t slxxx as well as wx*
wanted to from tlk* free-throw lux*
ik tlx* arch." Plit/uweit said. “What
we lacked m offense, w e made up

is a \ cry ban! guy to match up with.
Hk*y will be a tough team and we
are playing them when tlk*y are at
their absolute best.”
On Saturday the Huskies of
Michigan Tech (13-6. 6-5) will
kx>k to close tlk* margin for the
le;xl in tlk* GLIAC North, carried
by tlk*ii own offensive duo. Jason
Miuvotte aixl Josh Buettner.
"Tech comes in as tlx* preseason
favorite to w in tlk* league." Wesley
said. "With Buettner and Marvotte
they’ve got an insideoutside attack
that is probably as gixxl as anyone
for in defense, though"
Maureen Elliot led scoring for
Northwixxl w ith 13 points.
The laikers return to action
tonight as tlx.*y take on Nortlk'm
Michigan University (3-7. 10-8) at
honk* in tlk* Fieldhouse. Saturday
night, tlk* Lakers stay at home to
take on Michigan Tech (10-1, 164).
“We ;ux* definitely looking
forward to [this) week,” Plit/uweit
said. "We need to work a little on
our offense in practice. Kit keep up
tlk* defensive intensity.”

in the conference. We're at home
and hoping for a big crowd turnout
from tlie students ;uid hopefully we
can get through the dog days of the
season and come out with two
important victories.”
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GVSU Opera makes a 'Scene'
By David Knapp

GVL Staff Writer
The Grand Valley State
University Opera “Street Scene”
is not for the timid.
With
murders, emotional
struggles and sweaty nights, this
GVSU spectacle should prove to
be an emotional ride, said Artistic
Director Dale Schriemer.
Alongside fellow directors
Isabel Milenski, Joe Cross and
Darcy Scanlin, Schriemer has
pulled together what he calls the
“ultimate cast" with the “ultimate
artistic collaboration" at GVSU.
Milenski, the stage director of
“Street Scene,” comes from the
Long Island Beach Opera. She is
a freelance stage director. Scanlin.
the stage designer, is a colleague
of Milenski's from California and
has designed for many nationallyknown directors.
“All of the artistic staff is of the

highest caliber and should be the opera, is treated inhumanely
applauded." Schriemer said. “The and eventually murdered. After
fact that they are all so good at her death, life carries on just as
what they do
before, but there
makes my job
are
subtle
more about the
---------------resolutions that
content of the
arise because of
“The opera is easily
show instead of
the act: Though a
understandable... the
trying to plug the
woman dies, a
audience should be able
baby is bom, and
leaks."
to relate to it...”
“Street Scene.”
though a girl loses
by Kurt Weill
her parents, she
and
Langston
finds clarity and
Hughes is based
optimism through
on a play of the DALE SCHRIEMER her pain.
same name by
Music Director
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Elmer
Rice.
Cross helped to
“Scene” is an
pull together an
opera that centers
assortment
of
around six immigrant families musical selections.
living on one block of New York
“The opera has a lot of different
City during the economic musical styles which is both
depression of the 1930s. Over the entertaining and helps make the
course of two hot summer days, piece more accessible to a broad
the families battle loneliness, audience," Schriemer said. “I’m
isolation and oppression. A interested in reaching a broad
housewife, who is the heroine of audience.”

Schriemer said he hopes that
because the opera is about
Americans in the 20th century, it
will have an impact on its
audience.
"The
opera
is
easily
understandable,” he said. “The
audience should be able to relate
to it on an emotional level as well
as a musical one. I think the
audience will eat it up.”
"Street Scene” is a collaborative
effort with the GVSU music,
dance and theater departments.
The opera will be performed Feb.
4 and 5 at 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 6 at
2 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong
Theater in the Performing Arts
Center on the Allendale Campus.
"This is one of the most talented
group of singers and actors to ever
perform at GVSU,” said
Schriemer, who has taught at
GVSU for 18 years. "I think the
audience is going to be wowed.”
'Street Scene': Joshua May plays Mr Fiorentina in tin* upcoming GVSU Opera I

Theatre production.

TPie^ArtofKUilng'
Spotlight Productions sponsored speaker Michael Christian Jan. 26in the Grand River Room of Kirkhof Center. Christian's program,
"The Art of Kissing," featured volunteers demonstrating 30
different types of kisses. Volunteers had not previously met, but
were introduced before the program began.
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'Resident Evil' al ive and kicking
Great graphics, realism
and effects make the
newest game in zombie
series a hit.
By Thomas Valdez

GVL Staff Writer
After a number of forgettable
games, decent remakes and two
poorly acted movies, many
people were starting to wonder if
the “Resident Evil” franchise
was about to be sent to its grave.
However, “Resident Evil 4” for
the Gamecube proves that the

Evi s back:

series — like its zombies — just
won’t die.
It is worth taking a look at the
backstory of the series, even
though it isn’t necessary to play
this game. In the game, you
play as Leon S. Kennedy, a
government agent sent to Spain
to investigate the kidnapping of
the President’s daughter. For
Resident Evil fans, you will
remember Leon from “Resident
Evil 2.” After the incident at
Raccoon City, which turned all
of its citizens into mindless
zombies. Leon is reassigned and
thinks that he will never hear of
The Umbrella Corporation

Images courtesy of www.nintendo.rom
'Resident Evil 4" is a high point in the long-running game series.

again.
Now we find Leon traveling to
a secluded Spanish town, in
search for the President's
daughter. The first thing you
notice about the game is it’s
amazing — yet eerie —
graphics. The surroundings are
lush, and the ambient sound
effects only build on that feeling
of isolation. The game is
presented in a letterbox 16:9
format, which adds to the
cinematic feeling of the game.
You find out quickly that when
music starts to play, get ready
for some zombie action.
This brings us to the next
point: The zombies in the game
aren’t your stereotypical brain
eating monsters. These villains
fit into the modem format of
fast-paced, weapon wielding,
speaking zombies. Periodically,
a zombie will notice you.
Instead of instantly running or
creeping at you. they will point
and shout at you in Spanish, and
then begin their pursuit.
One thing that has changed
from previous “Resident Evil"
titles is that the game seems to
be generous on ammo. Unlike
the games before it, you
shouldn’t find yourself in a
situation where you have two
bullets to kill three zombies.
However, if that situation does
occur you can pull out your
knife and start slashing away at
your enemies. Another nice
feature is the ability to use the A
button in close contact w ith
zombies. If you injure them
enough, the A button will appear
on screen, allowing you to do a
spin kick or a suplex to finish off
the monster. Throughout the

t

game, the A button appears,
allowing you to perform a task
— whether it be to open a door,
jump over a fence, or activate a
lever. To some this may seem
like overly simple controls, but it
actually works out quite well.
Another addition to the game
is the in-cutscene events, which
require you to tap certain buttons
when they Hash on the screen, or
watch as Leon or Ashley (the
President’s daughter) are sent to
their death. This is a point that
must be stressed: Never take
your hands off the controller
unless you pause the game. This
element adds to the intense
white-knuckle action that occurs
throughout this game.
Some other improvements that
make the game a lot easier to
handle are frequent save points,
upgradeable and new weapons
and the ability to increase your
overall health. These features
all help to make this game one
of — if not the — best
action/survival/horror games
ever made.
The controls are tight, but
include a touch not seen in many
games. All the weapons (except
for the knife) include a laser
pointer. As you target an enemy
Leon w:0
htly move or
bounce, so .nming requires you
to time your shot.
This increases the realism in
the game. Unlike its
predecessors, “Resident Evil 4
is a free-roaming third person
environment. The camera is
locked at Leon’s waist, so his
back is always to the screen.
This feature greatly improves
your peripheral vision, and
allows you to spot a monster

before it takes a lunge at you.
The game also has a few extras
that make the game worth taking
its time to complete.
Throughout, you can find jewels,
gems and other objects which
you can sell to a traveling
merchant. These allow you to
buy new guns, upgrade certain
guns’ capacity or reload speed,
or even allow you to buy
different types of grenades.
Another fun thing to do in the
game is play its target practice
mini-game. As you improve
your shot, you win bottle caps
with figurines of each character
attached to the top. By pressing
the X button, you can hear each
character’s voice or sound
they make through a tiny
speaker. Though it
starts out as a fun
quirk, the target
range quickly
becomes an
obsession as
you try to
win
figunne.
Over
all.

"Resident Evil 4" is a solid
game. For most, it will take
anywhere from 20-30 hours to
beat. Each time you beat it.
new features and events are
unlocked, w hich improves the
games replay value. For those
who don't already own a
Gamecube. go out and buy one
now, because “Resident Evil 4"
is definitely worth the purchase
Overall Grade: A+
Resident E\ ll 4 is rated M for
mature
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Students perform on-STAGE
By Jenna Noseda

GVL Staff Writer

ART
Gallery opening at the DAAC
At Division Avenue Arts
Cooperative is opening the gallery
' l.ure” on Friday, Feb. 4 Artwork
by Allison Jones will be featured,
including video, two-dimensional
and interactive space. The DAAC
is located at 115 S. Division in
downtown Grand Rapids.

FUN
'Co' dub meetings
The GVSU Go club meets
every Thursday at 11 a.m. in the
southeast comer of Padnos near
PAD 126. Go is a game of strategy
in which two players compete for
boanJ territory w ith circular black
and white pieces. For more
information, e-mail the Go club
President Doug Barth at
euphoniunv_b@yahoo.com.

MUSIC
Arts at Noon performance
Guitarist Martha Masters will be
featured dunng today’s Arts at
Noon performance in the CookDeWitt Center. Masters is a
recitalist, chamber musician and
recording artist who has won first
prizes from both the Guitar
Foundation
of
America
International Competition and
Spain's
Andres
Segovia
International Guitar Competition.
Admission is free, and the
performance lasts approximately
one hour
Upcoming shows at the DAAC
Music groups perform regularly
at the Division Avenue Arts
Cooperative in downtown Grand
Rapids. Saturday. Feb. 5, the
DAAC will feature Oni Gossen &
Corey Ruffin Free Jazz. Tuesday.
Feb. 8. the groups Tlie Wanteds.
Hie Internationals and Fields of
Industry will perform. The DAAC
is located at 115 S. Division.
UICA presents Ensemble
Montage
Ensemble
Montage
will
perform contemporary classical
music at the Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts Sunday. Feb.
at 7 p.m. The local nine-person
group performs diverse pieces
w hich are not often played. Their
upcoming performance will
include w orks by composers John
Adams. Jacob Druckman. Torn
Takemitsu. James MacMillan and
Olivier Messiaen. Tickets are $8
for UICA Members and $12 for
the general public. The UICA is
located at 41 Sheldon Blvd. S.E.
in downtown Grand Rapids.

Each semester the Student
Theatrical Arts Guild for
Entertainment is dedicated to
bringing a little drama into the
lives of the Grand Valley State
University student body — and
this year, they are ready to do it
again.
“STAGE is a showcase of the
student theatrical talent at
GVSU,” said Sara Mary
Napiewocki. president of STAGE.
As a student organization, STAGE
is committed to giving students —
even those who aren’t pursuing
theater as a career — an
opportunity to present their talents
to an audience. Every aspect of
the group is completely studentrun.
“Show casts and technical crews
are comprised fully of GVSU
students, providing maximum
opportunity
for
student
involvement,” Napiewocki said.
Last semester. STAGE put on a
Student
One-Act
Plays
performance, which featured four
pieces ranging from the highly
serious and dramatic to the
comically
entertaining
and
satirical. This semester, the group
will perform a full-length mainstage production written, directed,
produced and performed by
GVSU students.
This semester’s main-stage play

will be slightly different than the
SOAP performance because
instead of four short mini-plays,
the audience will witness one fulllength show.
“Full-lengths tend to be more
detailed (than the one-acts); they
have to captivate the audience’s
attention for a longer period of
time,” Napiewocki said. “Because
this one show is the focus of the
entire night, more money and
effort is put into creating the on
stage environment.”
This
semester’s
STAGE
performance is “Final Draft,” a
play written by Colin Weber and
Patrick Kwiatkowski. It is a comicstory of two screenwriters who are
attempting to finish their
screenplay.
“It shows the characters (in the
minds of the writers) constantly
changing the scenes around at the
wild whims of the writers, and
what happens when the characters
finally get fed up with all the
changes," Napiewocki said.
Following the main production,
there will also be a shorter one-act
play, penned by Jared Houghton,
called “The Dinner Party.” This
performance features an ‘all-star’
cast (think superheroes, villains
and
various other movie
characters) who are faced with a
murder mystery while attending a
less-than-exciting dinner party.
This follow-up one-act is a new
addition to STAGE’S usual main-

stage repertoire.
While anyone can join STAGE,
there is a process that each of the
prospective actors, writers and
directors must go through.
Auditions for "Final Draft" were
held Jan. 23-24, at which the
directors chose who they thought
would best portray the roles.
Script submissions must also be
chosen by the members of the
group.
“As far as choosing directors, it
can be difficult at times,”
Napiewocki said. “Everyone who
is interested is required to fill out
an application. Then, any member
of STAGE who did not submit an
application is welcome to help us
choose who will get the position.”
After all applications are
considered, the group members
debate who they think will best
perform the duties of director for
the show.
“We are all about giving people
the chance to do theater in college
without the pressure of it being
their major,” Napiewocki said.
She added that theater majors are
also welcome to be a part of the
production.
The performances of “Final
Draft” and “The Dinner Party”
will be held at 7 p.m. on Friday,
April 1 and Saturday, April 2 at
the Cook-DeWitt Center.
STAGE meets on Tuesdays at 9
p.m. in the Student Organization
Center in Kirkhof Center.

Answers

See word

'Implosion' hits GVSU
By Forrest Karbowski

GVL A&E Editor
The Matt Gerovac Implosion
performs an eclectic range of
reggae, funk, groove, calypso and
rhythm and blues — a combination
of sounds that stems from both the
group
members’
varied
backgrounds and the frontman’s
roots in the Virgin Islands.
Gerovac was bom in Pittsburgh,
but soon moved to the Virgin
Islands when his musician parents
got a gig playing a resort for nine
months.
"I feel really fortunate that I grew
up there.” he said. “People would
come from all over the world to
hang out there, so as far as diversity
is concerned, I was subjected to a
lot of different kinds of people
when I was growing up. In fact,
when I moved here for the first
time I didn’t even know that there
were different kinds of white
people.
“I just felt like people were
people," he said. “It didn’t really
matter who you were; people gave
you a pretty clean slate. They’re
very accepting of differences.”
Grow ing up in the Virgin Islands
heavily influenced Gerovac’s
music tastes.
“(The music] is very cyclical.” he
said. “Each person’s part by itself
isn’t particularly difficult, but when
you put everything together, it’s

almost like a machine producing
the groove.”
The Cleveland-based group has
varied influences, with members
hailing from around the world.
“Even
though
our
instrumentation is somewhat
traditional — we have bass, guitar,
drums and keyboards — what we
do is a little bit different,” said
Gerovac, who has been playing
guitar since he was 15.
Bassist Deyampert Giles has
released several albums in
Germany, Gerovac said, and is on
pop charts around the world.
Gerovac said he met drummer
Phillip Torres on the day of the
massive Northeast Blackout in
August 2003.
“We heard some music, and we
knew that it couldn’t be electric,”
he said. “He was playing his
drums, and we just hung out w ith
him and drank beers out of plasticcups.”

Playing music is trance-like for
Gerovac, who said performing is
like meditation.
“I'm just thinking about playing
music, and as long as people are
feeling that from me then they’ll
have a good time,” he said. “When
everybody is feeling it, it’s almost
like the energy pulls you and
you’re not thinking about what you
have to do technically on your
instrument; it almost makes itself
happen.”
Some of the group’s songs tackle
social issues, but Gerovac said he
always tries to show a more
positive side than is often
presented.
“I don’t like preaching,” he said.
“I’m not real good at sitting around
and complaining when you're not
offering a solution.”
The Matt Gerovac Implosion
will perform at the Kirkhof Center
Lounge on Tuesday, Feb. 8 at 9
p.m.
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'Million Dollar Baby'
not worth admission
By Forri>t Karbowski

GVL A&E Editor
Much has been said about
‘Million Dollar Baby," Clint
Eastwood's latest directorial effort.
Most of the talk contains w ords
ike "best picture" and
masterpiece”
Those w ords will not be part of
ny review.
“Baby" is about a dowm-on-heruck diner waitress named Maggie
Fitzgerald (Hilary Swank).
Maggie has a fighting spirit that
leads her to study boxing with the
legendary trainer Frankie Dunn
Eastwood). Ofcourse. first she
las to break down his hard. "1
Jon't train girls" extenor, but once
die does you can bet they'll form
l friendship that transcends gender
uxl age. because you've seen this
we before.
The movie has all the subtlety of
i punch to the face:
WHAM!
She's poor!
WHAM'
He’s cumnxlgeonly!
WHAM!
The guys at the gym are sexist!
WHAM'
.She prevails anyway!
And just in case you didn't get it
he first time. Morgan Freeman's
teavv handed narration will make
.ure you don't miss the gratuitous
Mthos being rammed into every
irame Eastwood may have
ealized that this familiar cadence
voukf get old fast, so as a remedy
ie inserts scenes of comic relief,
.tamng a mentally impaired
haracter w ho mistakenly thinks
r 's the best boxer ever’ Har. har
The second act picks up a bit.
vhen Maggie actually starts
ightmg Her battles are well-shot,
veil-choreographed and create an
iciual sense of tension —
omething the movie lacks until
he first real punch is thrown. It’s
rre the characters actually start to

grow — they’re putting
themselves on the line and there’s
finally a reason to care. Yet even
here the movie is riddled with
cliches — why, for instance, is the
final match always against the
most evil opponent, the one who
shoots dirty stares and fights even
dirtier? Why aren’t both
championship competitors ever
honorable — or. for that matter,
both evil? Regardless, the middle
portion of the movie is packed
with adrenaline and fun to watch.
Sadly, these moments end all too
soon. While I admire the film for
avoiding certain sports movie
cliches in its third act, the descent
back into plodding drama is a
downer. Again we are forced to
endure staggering displays of
over-acting, with Maggie’s trailerpark mother (Maigo Martindale)
embodying every Southern hick
stereotype in the book, and
Eastwood’s raspy voice sounding
as robotic as his acting.
The conclusion, while gutsy and
thought-provoking, feels hollow.
Eastwood seems to have a
penchant for these types of
endings — his last film, “Mystic
River." was hardly the feel-good
movie of the year. "Mystic River"
received the same high praise as
“Baby” has, and I was similarly
unimpressed. Both films are
intoxicated with their own
darkness. Each appears to dabble
in emotional complexity while
truly being very simple.
In the end, that's what I disliked
most about this film — it tries to
sell itself as a deep thinker, but
everything is spoon-fed to the
audience I’m pretty sure I
understand what all the buzz for
"Million Dollar Baby” is about,
but I couldn't disagree more.
“Million Dollar Baby” is rated
PG-13 for violence, some
disturbing
images, thematic
material and language.
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Connections
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2005
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
2ND FLOOR EBERHARD CENTER
GRAND RAPIDS PEW CAMPUS
Meet employers from a wide variety of orgmiizations arid obtain information
on INTERNSHIP and CAREER POSITIONS
Bring copies ofyour resume and dress to impress!
For a list ofparticipating employers go to: www.gvsu.edu/careersMMCC2005 htm

Sponsored by West Michigan Collegiate Career Services, including;
Aquinas College, Calvin College, Cornerstone University,
Grand Valley State University and Hope College
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Auto show mixes cars,
shopping, entertainment
Adam Starr. One of the
concept vehicles on display
included the Dodge Tomahawk
a
futuristic-looking
motorcycle powered by a
racing engine.
“The vehicles really are what
people come to see," Starr
said. "It’s interesting, because
people will take a walk around
and they’ll take a look at the
whole spectrum. They’ll look
at the $450,000 Maybach, and
then they’ll go over and look
at a little Kia that maybe
they’re looking to buy.”
The Maybach, a luxury
vehicle equipped with rearreclining seats, a refrigerator
and
rear-retractable
tray
tables, was just one of the
vehicles featured at the auto
show’s
"Million-Dollar
Motorway," a section reserved
for automobiles with a price
tag of $100,000 and above.
"The
Million-Dollar
Motorway is always a big hit

More than 350 new or
concept vehicles were
showcased at 7th annual
Michigan International
Auto Show
By Dave Muller

GVL Staff Writer
The
seventh
annual
Michigan International Auto
Show rolled into the DeVos
Place on Jan. 27 through Jan.

30.
Many people perused and
inspected the features of
hundreds of makes and models
expected to be released in
2006. Anyone looking for their
next car, or simply looking for
something to do, was greeted
by a variety of entertainment,
celebrities and concept cars in
addition to the other vehicles.
Over 350 vehicles were
displayed said show manager
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because it has premium luxury
cars." Starr said. “They need
to be over $100,000 before
we ll let them in. and some go
up to half a million."
Starr said the Gilmore Car
Museum was a popular
attraction. It was a section of
the auto show that displayed
vintage and classic cars
including the 1903 Ford
Model A and a 1967 Ferrari
previously owned by actor
Nicholas Cage.
If the cars were not enough
to interest visitors, the auto
show also provided other
entertainment.
“The show always has an
entertainment aspect, from the
gala night where we have folks
come in tuxedos to see a
magician perform here to
things that are more family
friendly.” Starr said.
The Charity Gala preceded
the public auto show on Jan.
26. Local meteorologist Bill
Steffen of WOOD TV said the
event
raised
somewhere
between $20,000 and $30,000
for
Children’s
Miracle
Network.
“This area gives a ton of
money to charity that you just
don’t hear about,” Steffen
said. “It’s one of the most
charitable areas in the United
States.”
Some of the entertainment
featured during the public
show included “Cogs the
Robot.” a large robot that
rolled through the aisles and
interacted with people, a piano
juggler who juggled and
bounced balls on a large
electric keyboard to play
songs. Micro Reality Race
Cars that people could race on
a large track and a celebrity
appearance
by
NASCAR
driver Kasey Kahne.
Starr said the piano juggler.
Dan Menendez, is a famous
act around the nation and has
performed at sporting events
and for television talk shows.

Photo courtesy of the Michigan International Auto Show

A different kind of runway: New and classic cars were on display at the Michigan International Auto Show.

“We were really tickled to be who come to see the show is a
able to get him to be a part of little different each year,”
the show.” Starr said.
Starr said.
On
Friday,
___________
Most of the
many
people
show’s
came to see
attendees may
Raybestos
had
“We ll always make sure have
Rookie of the
different
that the experience for
Year
Kasey
reasons
for
Kahne.
Starr the people who come to
attending
the
see the show is a little
show,
but
said
people
were lined up
everyone
different each year.”
from the back
seemed to have
of the Grand
a good time.
Gallery all the
Starr said.
way
to
the
“It’s just a
ADAM
STARR
turnstiles
in
nice night out
front to meet
on the town.”
SnOW MANAGER
the NASCAR
Starr said. “As I
racer.
looked around
This year’s entertainment tonight I saw a lot of couples
will be tough to top in future that were here and you could
shows, Starr said.
tell it was sort of a date night,
“We'll always make sure that a good way to get out.”
the experience for the people
For Steffen, the event

provided a nice break from his
usual routine.
“I think what’s so neat about
this is you don’t have to worry
about the weather; its 72
degrees in here,” Steffen said.
He added that he enjoyed
meeting and greeting people
and looking at the cars.
“This is so hands-on.”
Steffen said. “You can come in
here and sit in all these cars.”
Ben Prins, a freshman at
Grand Valley State University,
attended the show. Prins said
he was drawn to the show for
one simple reason: “I love
cars.”
The show was presented by
the Grand Rapids New Car
Dealers Association and other
major sponsors including the
Grand Rapids Press. WOOD
TV and Clear Channel. Starr
said.
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Now that you 've elevated your skills,
where should you go ?

www.campuswest.net
manager@campuswest.net

1. Manager, Maintenance, Security with Emergency
Pager All Living On Site 24 HOURS A DAY!!!!!
2. Located Right Next To Campus
3. Large Well Lit Parking Lots
4. Quiet & Non-Smoking Units Available
Townhouses
•4 Bedroom Units
- Spacious Living with over 1330 Sg. Feet
• Modern Kitchen and Appliances including Dishwashers
•Central Air Conditioning
•WASHER AND DRYER IN ALL UNITS
• Many Amenities including Basketball and Volleyball Courts
also a Community Room

Apartments
• Two Bedroom Units
•Spacious Living with over 1000 Sq.. Feet
• Modern Kitchen and Appliances including Dishwashers
•Air Conditioning
-On-Site Laundry Facility
•QuietS Non-Smoking Units
• Many Amenities including Basketball
and Volleyball Courts, also a Community Room
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Let Smiths Aerospace Help You Land a Great Engineering Career
Electrical Engineering, Computer Engineering, and Computer Science Majors
are encouraged to join us at the
West Michigan Career Connections
Tuesday, February 8
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Eberhard Center
A1-, one ot the largest avionics systems companies in existence, Smiths Aerospace is constantly expanding our
hou/ons and exploring new ways to lead the industry into undiscovered areas of innovation. Come meet our
ta ented enqmcerv and learn about careers in engineering and aerospace from one of Grand Rapids' premier
employers. Come learn about our:

Year Round Internship Ft Co-op Positions
Opportunities for new Grads

it you are unable to join us. please contact us to learn more about exciting opportunities at Smiths:

FREE Tanningw

, free

Smiths Ae'ospace
e-mail; techjobsrfr'smiths-aerospjce com
www smithsiobs.com
Smot s Ae'ospace is an Equal Opportunity Employet promoting dive.sity in the workplace We invite and
rnroi.mgr response from women, persons of color, veterans and disabled For security reasons, most pOSiti^lS V
require applicants meet certain eligibility requirements, such as US citizenship.
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STOCKHOLM,
Sweden
(AP) — The number of
weddings
performed
at
Stockholm’s Arlanda Airport
are taking off.
Spokesman
Niclas
Haerenstam said Monday such
ceremonies increased by more
than 30 percent last year
compared with 2003. “It’s
mostly couples on their way to
their honeymoon that take the
opportunity to exchange rings
at the airport,” Haerenstam
said.
Last year, 348 couples
married
at
the
airport,
compared with 261 in 2003.
The weddings took place
either in the airport chapel or.
more commonly, in a VIP
room, where they can check in
their
luggage,
order
champagne and catering, and
when the wedding ceremony is
over, be driven straight up to
the aircraft.
“The newlyweds get the
same service as for instance
the royal family when they
travel,” he said. “This is a
good solution for those who
want a more simple ceremony
and who give priority to the
honeymoon trip."
TAMPA. Kan (AP)
All
Jim Clemmer and Jim Allen
have in common is that they
both call Tampa home.
Clemmer lives in Tampa.
Kan., while Allen lives in a
suburb of Tampa, Fla. Next

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
Thursday, February 3, 2005

True

but

month, the two men will trade
places and discover the "other”
Tampa. The visits were
arranged as part of a contest
sponsored by a Tampa, Fla.,
radio station.
Neither man really knows
what to expect on his visit.
“I don’t know what we’ll be
doing." Clemmer said of the
trip he and his wife, Mary, will
make to Florida. “All I know is
it ain’t gonna cost anything.”
For his part, Allen said the
idea of spending a weekend in
a “small, rural Kansas town”
was “intriguing.”
«
Allen, of Brandon, Fla., won
the radio contest by picking
the winning slogan for Tampa,
Fla. — "Paradise Under
Construction.” Clemmer was
chosen to go to Florida
because he is mayor of Tampa,
Kan.
Jack Harris, co-host of the
station that sponsored the
contest, said his stations
received
several
entries
because some Floridians want
to see what life in small-town
Kansas is like.
“They want to be out on the
farm and watch a cow being
milked,” Harris said. "Thn
want to see the Red State at its
best."
NbWBURY. Mass. (AP) The 18th century boarding
school in this town —
Governor Dummer Academy
— wants to change its name to

“We will celebrate our
legacy in whatever name we
choose,” Doggett said.

prevent any smart guys from
making jokes about it.
Headmaster John Doggett
said the "Dummer" name can
make a poor first impression
on prospective students and
their parents, even though it’s
simply
the
surname
of
Massachusetts Gov. William
Dummer, who donated land to
start the school.
“Rightly or wrongly, first
impressions
make
a
difference,” headmaster John
Doggett said. “Certainly, when
you go outside of the Boston
region, the first impression
sometimes doesn’t convey
what the school is all about.”
Some alumni think it’s a
dumb idea.
“It’s a horrible move,” said
Thomas
Driscoll
of
Swampscott, a 1978 graduate
and football co-captain who is
now the Essex County Clerk of
Courts. “Governor Dummer
has such tradition. That’s what
troubles me about this ... The
name is very special.”
The school, which has 371
students, opened in 1763 and
bills itself as the nation’s first
independent boarding school.
The name has been changed
several times, but has always
included Dummer’s name.
The school decided to
change the name in December
after about 2 1/2 years of
discussion. The Board of
Trustees,
which
includes
parents and alumni, will vote
on a new name in May.

DARWIN, Australia (AP) Swimmers evacuated a public
swimming pool here when
they discovered they were
sharing it with a mighty
fearsome swimmer — a
crocodile.
About four people were
swimming
laps
of
the
Olympic-length pool on the
outskirts of Darwin when a life
guard was alerted that a oneyard-long saltwater crocodile
had been spotted.
“Lap
swimmers
were
swimming and then a lady
came up and said there was a
crocodile,” pool life guard
Maxine Cross told Australian
Broadcasting Corp. television.
The pool was closed until
early afternoon Sunday when
government
wildlife
authorities removed the young
reptile. They described it as
placid and in poor health.
Government spokesman Clay
Smith could not say whether it
had crawled to the pool from
the wild or had been dumped
there. It was taken to a Darwin
crocodile farm where it will
either join breeding stock or be
slaughtered for leather.
Saltwater crocodiles native
to the Darwin area can grow
up to 20 feet in length.

GV Lanthorn SPORTS QUIZ
By Chris Richcreek

LO»L>

LPGA season. Name them.
5. Four -- three in Edmonton
(1984. 1985, 1987) and one in
Pittsburgh (1991).

1. Who was the winning pitcher
in the major leagues’ first
regular-season game on the West
Coast?

4. What two teams played in the
last NCAA men's basketball
championship game before the
45-second shot clock was
introduced?

2. Who was the first catcher to
hit two grand slams in one
game?

5. How many Stanley Cups did
defenseman Paul Coffey win in
his career?

2. Baltimore's Chris Hoiles in
1998.

7. Babe Zaharias (1950), Mickey
Wright (1961) and Pat Bradley
(1986).

3. Who was the last player to
lead the NFL in receptions,
receiving yards and receiving
touchdowns all in the same
season?

6. What three events did Czech
distance runner Emil Zatopek
win at the 1952 Olympics?

3. Green Bay’s Sterling Sharpe
in 1992 (108 receptions, 1,461
yards, 13 TDs).

(c) 2005 King Features Synd.,
Inc.

7. Three women golfers have
won three majors in a single

4. Villanova beat Georgetown in
1985.

On the tip of
your tongue:
Trivia test
By Fm Rodriguez

1. MEASUREMENTS: A pica is
equal to w hat fraction of an inch?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.
Esther Morris was the first woman
to become what in the United
States?
3. HISTORY: When was the city
of New Orle;uis founded?
4. GEOGRAPHY: The Khyber
Pass defines the border between
Afghanistan and what other
country?
5. MOVIES: What was the name
of the elusive big fish that Norman
was always try ing to catch in the
movie “On Golden Pond”?
6. PRESIDENT: Who was the
18th president of the United
States?
7. ANCIENT WORLD: Where
was the region know n its Ionia?
8. LANGUAGE: What does
something that is ferriferous
contain?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
novel “The Stone Dianes”?
10. TELEVISION: On TV's
“Dallas." what was J.R.'s last
name?
Answers
1. One-sixth
2. A justice of the peace
3. 1718
4. Pakistan
5. Walter
6. Ulysses S. Grant

7. Asia Minor
8. Iron
9. Carol Shields
10. Ewing
(c) 2005 King Features Synd..

Inc.

Answers
1. Ruben Gomez of the San
Francisco Giants beat the Los
Angeles Dodgers on April 15.
1958.

6. The 5,000 meters. 10,000
meters and marathon.

King Crossword
ACROSS

1 Sound of
laughter
5 Foundation
8 - rush (forced
dismissal)
12 Musical intro
14 Exam format
15 Admonitions
16 Appellation
17 Wapiti
18 Sent a wire
20 Tangle
23 Mexican
money
24 Shetland, for
one
25 Inner materi
als
28 Exist
29 Evans or
Ellerbee
30 Rowboat aid
32 Storefront
canopies
34 Long story
35 Biblical
prophet
36 Sacred com
position
37 Frolic
40 Have a bug
41 Medley
42 Salary
47 Grant’s is
famous
48 More of a
mess
49 Palette selec
tions
50 Wrong (Pref.)

1

2

■ n
5

3

6

18

18

17
21

22

24

27

J■
■

25

33

32

■

I
35
38

rH

47

30

31

34

44

43

50

49

■
■

40

39

41

19

■■23

29

28

37

26

11

16

15

20

10

14

13

12

9

C 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

46

■L

19 Largest of the
seven
20 Collegian’s
stat
DOWN
1 Explanation
21 Asta’s mis
tress
2 Eggs
22 From square
3 Yon maiden
one
4 Cantankerous
23
Engine knocks
5 Nonsense
25 Kitchen floor
6 Work unit
ing, often
7 Drops
26 Capricorn
8 Chocolate
27 Wise one
treat
9 Caspian Sea 29 Prom-night
transport
feeder
10 Jerry Herman 31 Snitch
33 Business big
show
wigs
11 Coaster
13 Cash drawer 34 Cube, cone,

51 Snead and
Spade

45

sphere, et al.
36 Skirt length
37 Music subcul
ture
38 Felipe of
baseball
39 Marceau’s
specialty
40 Crafts’ partner
43 Blackbird
44 Actress
Vardalos
45 Idaho, the State
46 Grads-to-be
(Abbr.)
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WEEKENDER

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
Thursday, February 3, 2005

What's on tap:
Thursday. February 3
• 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM - Arts at
Noon Series. Martha Masters,
guitar at Cook DeWitt Center
• 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM Cultural Support Group for
International Students at 204 STU
• 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM - How to
Work A Career Fair at 107 C
DeVos - University Club
• 5:30 PM — Professionals of
Color Lecture Series: Dr. Julia
Hare at CDC Auditorium
• 6:00 PM - GVSU Women s
Basketball
hosts
Northern
Michigan University at FLDHS
Main Arena

• 8:00 PM - GVSU Men’s
hosts
Northern
Basketbal
Michigan University at FLDHS
Main Arena

GVSU Events Calendar

• 7:30 PM to 11:00 PM
GVSU Opera Theatre presents
Kurt Weill's "Street Scene" at PAC
Louis Armstrong Theatre

• 9:00 PM to 12:00 AM Intramural Bowling at Fairlanes
Bowling Center

• 9:(X) PM to 2:(X) AM - Laker
loite Night at Kirkhof Center

• 10:00 PM - FREE MOVIE:
Collateral at Kirkhof Center

• 10:(X) PM - FUEL FLICK:
Collateral at Kirkhof Center

Saturday* February i

Friday . February A
• 6:30 AM to 9:(X) PM
Intramural 3-on-3 Basketball
entries due at FLDHS Recreation
Center

• 10:00 AM to 7:(X) PM
Leadership Summit & Greek
Leadership Conference 2(X)5 at
Kirkhof Center

• 6.00 PM to 9:00 PM - The
Call for the Cure Radiothon
fundraiser for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society at Studio 28

• 1:00 PM — GVSU Women’s
Basketball
hosts
Michigan
Technological University at
FLDHS Main Arena

'5

$3.00 Stoli’s all night
$4.00 Stoli Red Bulls

Wednesdays

• 7:30 PM to 11:00 PM GVSU Opera Theatre presents
Kurt Weill s "Street Sene* at pac
Ixhus Armstrong Theatre

• I0:(X) AM to 3:00 PM - West
Michigan Career Connections:
Business and Industry Career Fair
at Pew Campus 2nd Floor
Fberhard Center

Monday. February 7
• 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Overcoming Test Anxiety at 204
STU
• 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM History Colloquium - Curtis
KichanJson at till MAK

• I0:(X) PM - FREE FILM:
Collateral at Kirkhof Center

PUBLIC HOUSE

v-

m

Tuesdays

music

S1 Domestic Drafts 9-12am
1/2 Off Appetizers 9-1am

Open for LUNCH DAILY

The Unit
The Green Room
Gordon Bennett Band
The Chrystal Ball

l DftncE music

Full food menu until 1am every night of the week |
Happy Hour from 4-7pm Mon-Fri
151.00 Bud Luiht and 55.00 20 oz Budweiser Drafts
_

C1

At all times with college IP

Bloody Sundays
S4.00 Burgers & Fries until Midnight
5V00 ftltxvli) Man) 5ar \LL Pag cv ALL Ni^fit!
Over p0 Sauces. Mixes, ana Spires Fo cncxise from!

GOOD FOOD GOOD PEOPLE GREASE ER!
448 BRIDGE NW
GRAND RAPIDS

GRfTlTD RAPIDS

for

$1 Domestic Beers &
$1 Well Drinks 9-12am

ltiesdav. February 8

• 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM l*repanng Personal Statements for
Graduate School at 204 STL!
•9:15 PM — Coffeehouse: Matt
Gerovac at Kirkhof
• 10:00 PM - FREE FILM: Ray
at Kirkhof Center

Wednesday. February 9
• 8:00 AM to 8:55 PM - Bible
Study/Discussion Group - Catholic
Campus Ministry at CDC
Conference Room
• 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM - On
Campus Recruiting: Optimal
Solutions Inc. - User Interface
Engineer OPEN Schedule at
Student Services Building Rm 206
• 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
BBDO Detroit Recruiting on Pew
Campus for an Advertising
Account Coordinator at Devos
Center

1/2 Oft Appetizers 9-1am

Top 40, Dance Remix
& Progressive Dance

438 BRIDGE lllll

Wednesdays

^
lfc

fri & Sat

$1.00 well drinks
& domestics all night
for ladies
$2.00 beers for the rest

• 10:00 PM - FREE FLICK:
Ray at Kirkhof Center

MONPAN-SATUKPAS I1AM-2AM

$2.00 YOU CALL IT ,

Ladies’ Night

• 10:00 PM - FREE CINEMA:
Ray at Kirkhof Center

• 93X) PM to 2:00 AM - Jamie
Foxx Fest: Film Program at
Kirkhof La>bby 1 -KC
• 9:(X) PM to 2:(X) AM - leaker
lane Night at Kirkhof Center

• 7:(X) PM to 10:00 PM "Black In Time"-Black History
program at Kirkhof RM 250 Grand
River Room

• 2:(X) PM to 5:00 PM - GVSU
Opera Theatre presents Kurt
Weills "Street Scene" at PAC
laHiis Armstrong Theatre

Hours of Operation

Call for details

Thursdays

• 7:00 AM to 8:IX) PM - Euchre
Night - Catholic Campus Ministry
at Kirkhof RM 215/216

▼V 3a

www.montesgr.com

Jan. 15
Jan.22
Jan.29
Jan.31

• 7:(X) PM — Cnxspel Explosion
at CIX' Auditorium

a®

MONDAY-FRIDAY 4PM-7PM

uue

• V00 PM - GVSl Men s
Basket Kill hosts Michigan Tech at
FLDHS M;un Arena

.O'TOOLES *

DAILY HAPPY HOUR

DRII1K SPECIALS
Tuesdays

lanthorn^gvsu.edu

Women

V A

• 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Marathon Ashland Petroleum
Recruiting on Pew Campus for
Environment & Safety Co-op and
Internship at Devos Center
• 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM - JumpStart Your Resume for Science
Majors at 206 Student Services
Building
• 1:30 PM to 5:00 PM - Laker
Dance Team Fundraiser w/ Mary
Kay in Kirkhof
• 9:00 PM — Shoshana
Johnson- POW of Operation Iraqi
Freedom at Kirkhof RM 250
Grand River
• 10:00 PM - FREE FILM: Ray
at Kirkhof Center

in Sports Journalism
Christine Brennan

USA Today Sports Columnist
Wednesday, February 9, 2005
7 p.m. Lecture
Book signing and
refreshments to follow
Pere Marquette Room
Kirkhof Center
Allendale Campus

About
Christine Brennan
Award-winning journalist, USA Toddy sports columnist,
author of the best-selling figure skating hooks Inside
Edge and Edge of Glory, and television sports analyst
is a leading voice on the Olympics, international sports,
women's sports, and other sports issues.

For more information,
call 331-8800

Brennan is an on-air commentator for ABC News and
ESPN, reporting for the networks from the Olympic
Games, as well as other sports venues. She has
appeared on a variety of network and cable shows over
the past decade, is a commentator on NPR’s Morning
Edition, and appears on Fox Sports Radio.

Presented by Grand Valley State University's National Women m Sports Proqr

GraneAAlley
State University
www fvsu *du

V

<

MARKETPLACE
Ad Ratos for Students,
Faculty and Staff
Classified rates for students,
faculty and staff: First 20 words, $4
minimum charge, then 15 cents per
additional
word,
payable
in
advance.
To boldface, underline, italicize
or capitalize words In your
classified, add 10 cents per word.

FOR SALE
Pottery Bam style sofa, chair and a
Green Khaki.
half, and ottoman.
Excellent condition. $500. 735-9527
(2/36)

EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDERS WANTED $250/day
potential. No expenence necessary.
Training provided. Age 18+ okay. Call
800-965-6520 ext. 226 (4/28)
Direct Care: On-call positions
available providing direct care to
adults who are developmental^
disabled that live in group homes.
Valid dnver's license with good dnving
history and three years driving
experience preferred.
Training
provided. Pay rate: $8.20. Apply to
Thresholds, 1225 Lake Dnve SE,
Grand Rapids, Ml 49506 EOE/AA
Employer www.thresholds-dd.org.
(2/3)
Part time Car wash attendant
Cascade and Jemson Car Washes,
1st and 2nd shift, starting at $8 per
hour. Contact Greg @ Cascade 9425361. Contact John @ Jenison 4574540. (tf)
The Intersection. Looking for
expenence and enthusiastic Bar and
Service Staff.
Great environment.
Apply in Person Tues-Fri 2:00 4:00PM. Located at 133 Grandville,
Downtown GR. (2/3)
Home Support Aides: Studies in
human
services or education
preferred. Part-time work throughout
Kent
County
with
children,
adolescents
or
adults
with
developmental
disabilities
and
behavioral challenges. The goal of
this position is to keep the individual in
the home and to enable them to live
as productively and independently as
possible. Job duties involve working
one-on-one with the individual in their
home by implementing Behavior
Treatment Plans. Assisting with selfcare maybe needed. Expenence with
children and working direct care
preferred.
Pay rate: $8.20/$9.15.
Apply to: Thresholds 1225 Lake Dnve
SE Grand Rapids, Ml 49506
www.thresholds-dd.org
/EOE/AA
Employer.(2/3)

To box an ad:

$2.00 extra.

Friday.

Deadline is 10 a.m. Monday for that
weok's issue.

The Grand Valley Lanthom
reserves the right to edit or reject
any advertisement at any time and
to place all advertisements under
proper classification.

Phone, Fax and Hours
Telephone 616-331*2460, or
leave a message on our afterhours answering machine. Fax
number is 616-331-2465. Office
hours:
9-4, Monday through
water). Call Matt at (616) 291-1887.
(2/24)
3 bedroom house for rent 2 mi from
Allendale campus. All appliances
including dishwasher, microwave,
washer/dryer. No smoking, Available
in May. 681-9902 (2/3)

Advertising
Classifications:
Jamaica, Acapulco, Bahamas, &
Flonda. Best Parties, Best Hotels,
Best Prices!
Group Discounts,
Organizers Travel Free! Space is
limited! Book Now & Save!
1-800-234-7007
www.endlesssummertours com.
(2/24)

Apartment for Rent: Located 1/2 mile
from downtown - Northwest. Newly
remodeled
5
roomsquiet
neighborhood, 2 Bdrms - Living Rm Dining Rm - Kitchen - Bath - Pantry.
$550.00/month plus gas and electric.
That’s $275.00 ea. for 2 students. 558
Freemont Ave NW - off 196 FWY Lane St. 616458-1779 (tf)

Attention Investors!! 2 Homes
for Sale- 1 home near GVSU
downtown campus and 1 home
near Calvin College. Both are
great as first time homes or
rentals. Spacious and prices to
sell!
SELLERS
WANT
OFFERS!! Call Tracey, for info
616-378-0342 (2/10)

Take a tour of our website and find
your
new
college
home.
www.amencan-realty.net 913-9004.
(4/21)

Pregnant?
Worried?
Awesome
Options
offers
confidential free pregnancy
testing/options advising. In
Jenison, across from Meijer and
Fazoli’s.
M&T
2-5
PM,
Wednesday 10-1 PM, and
Thursday 6-9 PM. 667-2200
www.awesomeoptions.com

Studying for your Master’s and
working, and just plain don't have the
time to get those papers typed? Let
the pros at Terrific Transcription &
Typing lighten the load. We have five
years transcription experience in the
clerical field as a whole. Let a local
business do the job for you. Contact
Terrific Transcription & Typing
today
@
info@ternfictranscriptions.com
or
616-862-8409
www.terrifictranscription.com . You'll
be glad you did! (2/3)

LOST & FOUND

Self-Employed? Trying to
establish a small business?
Need starting capital? We can
help with mortgage, debt
consolidation, Call toll free
877-791-1384 (2/17)

Lost and Found ads are FREE for the
first insertion!! 25 words maximum.
Email lanthom@gvsu.edu

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bahamas Spring Break Cruise 5
Days $299! Includes Meals, MTVu
Celebrity Parties! Panama City,
Daytona $159! Cancun, Jamaica,
Acapulco $499! Award Winning
Company1 SpnngBreakTravel.com 1800-678-6386 (2/24)
Spring
Break
2005
w/STS,
Amenca s #1 Student Tour Operator.
Hinng campus reps. Call for group
discounts. Info/Reservations 1-8006484849 www.ststravel.com (2/17)
#1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun,

Automotive
Birthdays
Employment
For Sale
Mousing
Lost & Found
Miscellaneous
Notices
Personals
Roommates
Services

Standard of Acceptance

Sigma Alpha Lambda, a National
Leadership and Honors Organization
with over 45 chapters across the
country, is seeking motivated students
to assist in starting a local chapter (3.0
GPA Required). Contact Rob Miner,
Director of Chapter Development at
rminer@salhonors.org. (2/17)
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Wanted

Advertising Deadlines

Commercial Ratos

The copy deadline for classified

Classified word ads:First 20
words, $6 minimum charge, then
20 cents per additional word,
payable in advance. To boldface,
italicize or capitalize words in your
classified, add 10 cents per word.
To box an ad:
$2.00 extra.
Classified display rate is $8.75 per
column inch.

advertising is at noon on Monday;
classified
display
advertising
deadline is 10 a.m. Monday. Bring
or send your copy to the Grand
Valley Lanthorn, 100 Commons.
All classifieds must be paid in
advance, thank you, until credit is
established.

booklets, information, CODs, etc.
Reply with caution (tf)
Student Organizations
The Grand Valley Lanthom offers
student organizations to promote
themselves
through
free
announcements published as Club
Notes in the Laker Life section. E-mail
your information, 150 word limit, to
lanthom@gvsu.edu (tf)

LSAT

GMAT

GRE

MCAT

DAT

OAT

PCAT

How would
you score?

PERSONALS
Tell your lover you love ’em. Wish a
friend good luck. Lift someone's spint.
Put it in writing. Make it public.
Lanthom Personals are a great way
to let someone know you care. Call
616-331-2460
for
more
information.(tf)

Take a Free practice test at
Kaplan's Test Drive and find out.
Feb. 12

Writers
Get published and get paid. The
Lanthom is seeking essays, very
short stoned, poetry and opinion
columns that relate to campus issues
and themes. Humor pieces especially
wanted. E-mail the editor at
editorial@lanthom.com (tf)

Mackinac Hall, Allendale Campus
Tests start between 9am-10am
Call or visit us online today to register!

KAPLAN

News Tips
The Grand Valley Lanthom editonal
staff appreciates your news tips and
story ideas. Please help us make
news available to the public. E-mail
your tip to lanthom@gvsu.edu (tf)

1 -800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com/testdrive

Test Prep and Admissions
•Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

in free
cash
^ scholarships

5,000

College Poker Championship

vt

Who will be the College Poker Champion for 2005?
Play for $135,000 in cash scholarships.

•» NO GAMBLING

* NO COST

* NO ENTRY FEE

NOTICES
READERS CAUTION
Ads appearing on this page may
involve a charge for phone calls,

naca)

Enter online at www.CollegePokerChampionship.com
using this code EKP693.

COLUMBIA!
PICTURES

HOUSING

[Jiif/torn

AND

0 too? c'xjm "cnm wnw wc

YOUR PRICE

Downtown 2 beds. 1 bath, off-street
parking, washer & dryer, 1000 sq.
feet, nice neighborhood, 1 mile from
Pew Campus, $575/month or
discounts for prepay or credit card
payments. Call Edward 895-5864
(2/3)

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO ATTEND A SPECIAL SCREENING

at or below wholesale
* Inquire about our
detailing services

866.878.98lO

www.m4motors.com
Great Student Homes. 2-5
Bedroom Houses. Remodeled
throughout
GR.
$800$ 1200/month. 913-9004 or
www.american-realty.net
(4/21)

3 bedroom, 1 bath. 1 block from
Grand Valley downtown. Great
condition, $750/month. Call Kyle
Zimpleman at 318-4728 (2/3)
Roommate Situation Not Working?
Call Ottawa Creek Apartments 11127
52nd Avenue, 1 or 2 bedroom units
available
(616)453-9190
or
(616)677-5270
Roommate to share home one mile
from Allendale campus. $375/month,
includes all utilities, dish network, high
speed
internet
with
wireless
capability. Contact Steve at 616-8929317. (2/3)
Two Female Roommates to share
house in Coopersville. Rent is $400
including utilities. Call Jadyn for more
information at (616) 901-8900. (2/10)
JENISON
TOWNHOUSE,
2
Bedroom. 11/2 Baths, Washer/Dryer,
central air, dishwasher, quiet, 6671210,454-0754,457-3158. (2/24)
Looking for subleasers male or
female at Country Place/Hillcrest
townhouses for this winter semester
Please call 895-6006 for more info, (tf)
3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, laundry room,
garage. 248-8954307. (2/10)

IS
Trouble with Love?
Valentine’s Day Tips

Call 616-942-4002

A

Affordable!
Students-45°o discount*
Faculty-33% discount*

Test your gender knowledge & Take The Quiz at:

www.marlenelathrop.com

•Discounts are for 1 hour counseling session

wtmmm

Magnum Tattooing Inc.
=APT Member=
=CiR's Largest Selection of Quality BodyJewelry=
=Professional Body Piercing=
=Quality Custom Tattooing=
=A\vard Winning Artists=
pram Tattaetng lac_______
Division

Magnum Tattooton II
7450 Union

616 2451880

616451 7546

WWW.MAGNUMTATTOO.COM

@ THE LOFTS

at HERITAGE TOWNE SQUARE

6101 Lake Mfc'ltn*" Drive • AJkiWak Ml 4V*U
TOWNE SQUARE

The cure

U\ ft I ft IW XII

for the common man.

Features

Jenison Duplex for Rent with FREE
INTERNETImmaculate
and
beautiful 3 bedrooms, 2 full
bathrooms. 1600 sq. feet duplex with
NUETRAL COLORS, large kitchen,
spacious living room, large laundry
room, single staH finished garage,
large office, brand new berber carpet,
partially fenced wooded backyard,
wooden deck, freshly painted walls
ceramic tile, large storage space, 2story, on quiet cul-de-sac FREE H
IGH-SPEED WIRELESS INTERNET!
Located less than 2 miles from M96
& 44th Street All appliances included
(even washer and dryer)
No
smoking and no pets
Ready for
immediate move-in.
Rent is
$85Q/month
Secunty Deposit is
$85000. Utilities not included (except

ASA ABOUT OUR
GVSU PREFERRED
EMPLOYER PROGRAM
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THE FIRST 25 STUDENTS TO STOP BY THE LANTHORN OFFICE
WITH VALID STUDENT ID WILL RECEIVE A PASS GOOD FOR TWO.
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3 Floors of Luxury Living!
Lower Level
Bedroom
12x9

Bedroom
12x11.5

Bedroom
10x12

Bedroom
10x10

• Located 0NLY1/4

THE BEST PKE
10KKN MUSIC 1

Mile From the Main

Washer anc Dryer in

Entrance (tfGVSU.

EACH unit.

• 3 Bedrooi «
Town Hon eswith
2 Full Bath > Available

^

ervice

Students
& Faculty

^ Drop OM A Pick Up
^_ Service Alwiyt
Available
,

American • Import *2 or 4 Wheel Drive

• Freewater
• Snow/Tras i Removal
• Shuttle Bus Stop on site
• On-site Ma igagers

• Central Ai

V

•DishwasheJ Microwave,

Georgetown
Ice Center

S

1021 Bridge N.W.

458-4759^^
Family Owned
Since 1935
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Sarah Cowden
3rd Generation Owner
31 Yeara Experience

Professional m

51

Hosting MAHA District 6 Peewee “B”
and Peewee “AA” Championship
February 4,5 & 6

Ford F ntwiy

1
Bridge

1

1.2 miles to downtown campus

Freestyle Skating
With College 10,
Students & Faculty
Get 10% off All
Repairs
Discount Price on
Lube, Oil, Filter
with Safety Inspection

i

i

• Tune Ups

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Diagnosis
Electrical Diagnosis
Brakes
Exhaust
Front End
Transmission Maintenance
Shocks • Struts • Axles
AC/Radiator Service

mon-Fri - noon-2pm

IBon-Thurs - 4-5pm

cancelled 2/5/05 & 2/6/05

cancelled 2/4/05 & 2/6/05

Public Skating Times
mon-Fri

noon-2pm

Cancelled 2/04/05

Saturday

2-4pm

Sunday

2-4pm

Party Packages / Group Outings Available
starting at $4.50 / person
Call for details
t

